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JOHN AYLIFFE, Eſq. 
For the Opinion of the PusLic. 


With an AppENDA of intereſting QukRIES for 
the Anſwer of thoſe whom it concerns. 


The Whole fairly ſtated, and indiſputably authenticated 
from Originals. 


HOMO VULPES HOMINI. 
BRITAIN HATH BASSHAWS. 


Haſt thou killed, and haſt thou alſo taken poſſeſſion? Thus ſaith the Lord, In the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth ſhall dogs lick thy blood, even thine ; 
becauſe thou haſt ſold thyſelf to work evil in the fight of the Lord, behold I will 
bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy poſterity, 


Printed for the Author, in whoſe Hands the Vouchers may be ſeen, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ANY creditors or friends to the 


cauſe of truth and Juſtice, who are 


poſſeſſed of papers, or privy to mat- 


ters relative to property, are deſired 


give the author information there- 


: W And they who are generouſly 


liſpoſed to aſſiſt the feeble hand of 
innocence and diſtreſs againſt a Le- 
viathan of power and oppreſſion, are 
humbly requeſted to tranſmit their 


benefactions to RoBERRT Coorrs, Eſq. 


at Sarum, Wilts, 
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On Behalf of the 
Wipow, OR PHAN, and CREDITORö, 
o F 


JOHN AYLIFFE, Eſq. 


Vincet Veritas. 


"OHN AYLIFFE 1s maſter of a writing-ſchool 
in Lyneham; he has executed that office there 
many years with care and diligence; he is 

deſcended from very honeſt and induſtrious pa- 
rents; we never heard that he was guilty of any 
diſhoneſty, and we believe his preſent misfortunes 
may rather be attributed to his youth than to any 
vicious habits or inclinations; he has behaved with 
care and induſtry in whatever we have known him 
employed, and we never heard him accuſed of a 


different behaviour by others. 


THOMAS BENNET. 

A. GODDARD. 

THOMAS FRAMPTON, Vicar of Lyneham. 
WILLIAM CALLY. 

JOHN JACOB. | 
ALEX. FRAMPTON, Rector of Tokenham. 
DANIEL BEVAN, Miniſter of Hill-Marten. 

Fo ebruary 7, 1745-6, 
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September 13, 1744. 


| „ of ſettlement of Mrs. Horner's Dorſet 


eftates, (to which Lord and Lady Ilcheſter and Mr. 
Fox are parties). 


Rovided al, that it ſhall and may be law- 

ful to and for the ſaid Suſanna Strangways 
Horner, at any time or times, at her will and plea- 
ſure, to demiſe, leaſe, grant, convey, or diſpoſe of 
all or any of the ſaid eſtates, premiſſes, for any 


term or terms of years, life, or lives in fee tail, fee 


ſimple, for any other eſtate or eſtates whatſoever, 
or to charge the ſame with any ſum! or ſums of 
money, annuity or annuities, e or rent- 
charges by any deed or writing. 

Suſanna Strangways Horner, by codicil, (part of 
which appears to be torn off by being ſevered from 


an old will) atteſted by five credible witneſſes, be- 


queaths unto John Aylifte the ſum of 2000 guineas, 
allo the ſum of 200 guineas a year for his life, to 


be iſſuing out of her manors of Melbury and Ab- 


botſbury, and all other her eſtates in the county of 
Dorſet, with power to diſtrain; and in caſe the ſaid 


John Ayliffe ſhould, at his death, have a wife, ſhe 


gave the ſaid annuity for her life, with like power; 
and thereby declares, that the ſaid ſum of 2000 


guineas, and yearly annuity of 200 guineas, ſhould 


be excluſive of what ſhe had given him by any other 
codicils, and deſired that the fame might be regu- 
larly paid without any diſpute; that ſhe had given 
the iame to the ſaid John Ayliffe with regard to 


his being related to her good friend and couſin, 


Mrs, 


eee 
2 8 2 


1 


1 


Mrs. Judith Ayliffe, deceaſed, and in conſequence 


of the regard and grateful acknowledgments that 


ſhe had to his faithful ſervice in tranſacting all her 


affairs; that it was her own voluntary act, without 
being adviſed or perſuaded ſo to do; and deſired 
that the ſucceſſors to her eſtates would have a re- 
gard and value for the ſaid John Ayliffe; and 
laſtly, declared, that ſhe would not have charged 
her real eſtate in Dorſet with the payment of the 
ſaid annuity, had ſhe not (as ſhe apprehended) 
abſolutely put it out of her power of providing for 
the ſaid John Ayliffe out of her North Wilts eſtate, 
as ſhe thought it her as to do. 


& 


OZFober 12, 1747. 

By another codicil of this date, executed in the 
preſence of two credible witneſſes, the ſaid Suſanna 
Strangways Horner gives to the ſaid John Ayliffe 
20001. to be paid him by her executrix in twelve 
months after her deceaſe: alſo an annuity, or 
yearly rent-charge of 4001. for his life, charged 
upon her ſaid manors and eſtates in the county or 
Dorſet, free from all deductions, with power to 
enter into and diſtrain the ſame, as aforeſaid; and 
in caſe the ſaid John Ayliffe ſhould, at his death, 
have a wife, ſhe then gave the ſaid annuity or yearly 
rent-charge of 400 l. for her life, to be paid in like 
manner as to the ſaid John Ayliffe, with power to 
diſtrain, &c. and ſhe did thereby declare, that what 
ſhe had therein given the ſaid John Ayliffe and 
his wife (viz.) the 20001. and the rent-charge of 
4001. per annum, ſhould be excluſive of what ſhe 
might at any time thereafter give him by any fu- 
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SE 
ture codicils, and did thereby order and declare, 
that ſuch givings ſhould not be deemed or under- 
ſtood: by way of revoking that codicil, but as an 
auxiliary thereto ; and did hope, requeſt, and de- 
fire, that the aforeſaid bequeſts might be regularly 
paid to the ſaid John Ayliffe or his wife, as the 
the ſame became due, without any controverſy 
and declared, that ſhe gave the ſame to the ſaid 
John Ayliffe, with regard to his being related to 
her good friend and couſin, Mrs. Judith Ayliffe, 
deceaſed, and in conſequence of the regard and 
grateful ſervices to her, in the tranſaction of all her 
affairs committed to his truſt, 


January 30, 1749, 

Suſanna Strangways Horner, by deed-poll, un- 
der her hand and ſeal, executed in the preſence of 
John Thornton, Suſanna Wright, and Anne Allen, 
diſpoſes and grants as follows: Whereas I Suſanna 
Strangways Horner, of Melbury Sampford, in the 
the county of Dorſet, widow, have reſerved a power 
to myſelf in and by a ſettlement or ſettlements, or 
otherwiſe, to give, grant, or charge my manors of 
Melbury Sampford, Melbury Oſmond, and Ab- 
botſbury, with my other eſtates in the {aid county 


of Dorſet, with any annuity or annuities, rent- 
charge or rent-charges, ſum or ſums of money: 


Now know ye, that I the ſaid Suſanna Strangways 
Horner, for and in conſideration of the regard, 
good will, and affection, which I have and bear 


towards John Ayliffe, Sarah his wife, and John 
Ayliffe their ſon, all of Melbury Sampford afore- 
faid, and alſo for divers other good cauſes and 
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conſiderations, me hereunto moving, do by this 


preſent writing, under my hand and ſeal duly ex- 


ecuted and atteſted, purſuant to the power in me 
veſted, give, grant, and charge all and fingular my 
ſaid manors of Melbury Sampford, Melbury Ol- 
mond, and Abbotſbury, and all other my faid 
eſtares in the ſaid county of Dorſet, with the pay- 
ment of the yearly ſum of 4201. of lawful money 
of Great Britain, free and clear of all taxes and 
deductions whatſoever, to be paid to them the ſaid 
John Ayliffe, Sarah his wife, and John Ayliffe 
their fon, ſucceſſively one after another during their 
and each of their natural lives, and the life of the 
longeſt liver of them, half yearly, out of the rents, 
iſſues, and profits of my ſaid ſeveral manors of 
Melbury Sampford, Meibury Oſmond, and Ab- 
botſbury, and other eſtates in the ſaid county of 


Dorſet, to commence and begin from and imme- 
diately after my decęaſe, and not before; and in 


caſe Sarah, the wife of the ſaid John Ayliffe, ſhall 
happen to die before the ſaid John Ayliffe her 
huſband, then I do hereby, in purſuance of my ſaid 
power, give, grant, and charge my ſaid manors of 
Melbury Sampford, Melbury Oſmond, and Ab- 
botſbury, and other eſtates in the ſaid county of 
Dorſet, with the payment of the yearly. ſum of 
4201. free and clear of all taxes and deductions 
whatſoever, to be paid to any other wife that he the 

ſaid John Aylifie ſhall happen to marry, withal to 


| take place after my deceaſe and the deceaſe of the 
ſaid John Ayliffe, and not before, for and during | 
the natural life of ſuch wife as he the ſaid John 
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I 
Ayliffe ſhall happen to marry, hereby giving and 
granting to the ſaid John Aylifie, Sarah his wife, 
and John Ayliffe their ſon, and the wite which the 
ſaid John Ayliffe, after the death of the ſaid Sarah, 
ſhall or may marry, with reſpectively full power 
and authoritv, from time to time, during their 
natural lives, and the life of the longeſt liver of 
them, to diſtrain for and recover the ſaid ſum of 
420 l. to be paid yearly in manner as aforeſaid ; 
and the arrears, if any, and ſuch diſtreſs and di- 


ſtreſſes, to impound and keep, until full ſatisfaction 


to be made with the coſts, charges, and expences 
of making and taking ſuch diftreſs or diſtreſſes; 
and I do hereby alſo, in conſequence of the conſi- 
derations 1n theſe preſents before mentioned, give, 


grant, and charge all and ſingular my ſaid manor 


of Melbury Sampford, Melbury Oſmond, and 
Abbotſbury, and all other my eftates in the ſaid 
county of Dorſet, after my deceaſe, and not before, 
with immediate payment to the ſaid John Ayliffe 
of 20001. if he ſhall happen tobe then and at that 
time living; but if he be then dead, I give and 
grant the fame to Sarah his wife, if ſhe be then 
living; but in cafe ſhe ſhould then and at that 
time be dead, I give and grant the ſame: to John 
Ayliffe their ſon, if he be then living, hereby giving 
and granting ſuch of them, as ſhall be fo living, 
and thereby become entitled to the ſaid ſum of 
3000]. full power and lawful authority to diftrain 
on my {aid manors of Melbury Sampfordy Melbury 
Oſmond, and Abbotſbury, and all other my eſtates 
in the county of Dorſet, for the payment thereof, 

and 


LOT. bh 


3 


3 
ETD nad: e S rr 8 2 % A : 8 

2 a 2 SY = AIDS N a; »> Sad 4 > SO VESS ot - Ya = r PRs, Y RG Bye . . 3 7 9 5 7 
e V 4 W „ dpd ß I ey S 

mg - * 3 FF « bag AE ER » * 0 S+3 $3.45 EH TER 22 ES Kay”! - = - * * — Y 4 4 =. 
* * 22 W * 8 N i woo EA i, EIS. En SLE Sis OST IT I a Ms. IS. 
a . W N r 5 5 a . * N * * 

- 


c 


E 
and ſuch diſtreſs and diſtreſſes to impound and ban 
until ſatisfaction be fully had and made, with all 


colts and charges relating thereto. In witnels, &c. 


. 


M. LIF FE, 


1 * is not in- my power to inform your lady, with 


certainty, what fort of leaſes ſhe is able to make 


of the Foxley eſtate (which 1 ſuppoſe is the Ayliffe 
eſtate) having no copy or abſtract of the ſettlement 


by me; but I take it for granted that Mrs. Horner 


cannot make leaſes for three lives, in reverſion, 


after her own life in poſſeſſion (unleſs the particular 
cuſtom of the manor authorize a leaſe for four 
lives, which is unuſual, and indeed I never knew 
any cuſtom of that kind) I therefore preſume that 
Mrs. Horner cannot make leaſes for more than 


three lives in the whole. As to the method of 
making leaſes of ſuch parts as have been uſually 


leaſed, it muſt be according to the power of ſettle- 
ment, and the forms of leaſing within the manor, 
uſed with reſpect to leaſing of ſuch eſtates, and care 
muſt be taken to ſee they are agreeable to the 


powers of the ſettlement. There is no difficulty 
in it: any perſon of the law, converſant in buſineſs, 


upon ſeeing the clauſe in the deed relating to the 


power. of leaſing; may do it. It is not in my 
power, at this diſtance, and under theſe circum- 


ſtances, to ſend you other inſtructions than what 
are in the letter. 
I preſent my humble reſpects _ ſervices to 


your lady, with the utmoſt wiſhes of her health 


=” (which, 


BE. 
(which, as you mention nothing to the contrary, I 
hope is perfectly good) and am 
Your humble ſervant, 
JAMES BROWN. 


Indenture, quingue partite, made September 18, 1744. 


ETWEEN Suſanna Strange Horner, of 
Melbury, in the county of Dorſet, widow, of 

the firſt part ; the Honourable Edward Digby, Eſq. 
ſon of the Right Honourable William Lord Digby, 
Baron of Greatſhall, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
of the ſecond part; the Honourable Henry Fox, 


of the pariſh of St. George's, Weſtminſter, Eſq. 


one of the Honourable Lords Commiſſioners of his 


Majeſty's Treaſury, and Brother of the Right 


Honourable Stephen Lord Ilcheſter, Baron of 
Woodford-Strangways, in the ſaid county of Dor- 
ſet, of the third part; the ſaid Stephen Lord II- 
cheſter of the fourth part; and the Right Honble. 
Thomas Winnington, of Stamford Court, in the 
county of Woodford, Eſq. of the fifth part; to 
the ule and behoof of the ſaid Suſanna Strangways 
Horner, and her aſſigns, for and during the term 
of his natural life, without impeachment of, or for 
any manner of waſte, and full power to demiſe all 
or any part of the ſaid premiſſes, reſerving the beſt 
improved rent which can be reaſonably had for the 
ſame, for any term or terms not exceeding one and 
twenty years; and alſo to demiſe for one, two, or 
three life or lives, ſuch part or parts of the ſaid 

premiſſes 
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| E 
premiſſes as now are, or have been ſo demiſed, re- 
ſerving the antient and accuſtomable rents and ſer- 
vices, or more; and alſo to grant, by copy of court- 
roll, ſuch part or parts of the ſaid premiſſes as have 
been uſualiy ſo granted according to the cuſtoms of 
the ſaid reſpective manors. 


The following is under-wrote by the ſaid James 
Brown's own hand : | 


Any part of the eftate may be leaſed at the 
full rent for twenty-one years, or a leaſe term.— 
—Such part as hath been leaſed for lives, or for 


years determinable on lives, may be fo leaſed, as 


for three or for leſs number of lives. But the an- 
tient rent or more, and the accuſtomed ſervices, 
mult be reſerved during the term; and, to avoid 
objections, it is proper to reſerve ſomething more 
than the old rent; and, as more eſtates than one 
are intended to be leaſed, it is proper to do it by 
ſeparate leaſes, becauſe the old rents, or more, 
muſt be ſeverally reſerved, and not added together 
in one ſum; and the ſafeſt way is to make the lea- 


ſes in the ſame manner as they have been uſually 


made, reſerving ſome ſmall matter more than the 
higheſt rent which have been received, and to have 
counter part executed; and if there 1s a leaſe in 


being, to have that leaſe ſurrendered (if the par- 


ties will agree to 1t) in order to make a new leaſe 
in poſſeſſion ; becauſe there may be objections to 


reverſionary leaſes. As to any part of the eſtate 
which 
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which is copyhold, and has been granted by copy, 
the method muſt be to purſue the cuſtom of the 
manor and the form of the old grants, reverſing 
the antient rents, heriſts, ſervices, &c. 


Dear MADAM, Draycot, Nov. 19. 
Am extremely ſorry to hear ſo bad account of 
A your health. I have been very anxious to hear 
of your welfare; and wiſh, as Mr. Fever has once 

had the trouble, he would ſometimes repeat it. 
According to your requeſt, I have examined 
Mr. Ayliffe's accounts. I have inſpected all the 
vouchers. The accounts are regular, and exactly 
kept, and the vouchers punctual; and I can find 

no fault or ſlip in them, &c. &c. &c. 
I am at all times, 
Dear M ADAM, | 

You molt obliged, moit obedient, 
And moſt devoted humble ſervant; 
ROBERT L O N:G. 


ATLIFFE, 
Am told ſuch a heap of ſtuff by Aniſlies as al- 
moſt makes me angry with you; though I am 


inclined to think my ſon and daughter are at the 
bottom of it; and I know how and why they envy 
you. I hope you will be ready to viſit me to-night 
to make me eaſy, or at leaſt happier than I now 
am. 


8. S. HORN ER. 
To 
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1 
To Mr. A T LIE F E. 


S I continue too poorly to have your com- 

pany, I think it is the moſt proper time for 

you to go to Grutteham and Draycott ; and I think 

you had better prepare for to-morrow ; but I charge 

you be upon your guard with Sir Robert, that he 

may not have the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect my regard 

for you. Pray let him ſee and ſign the account as 
uſual. | 

If I ſhould want any thing particular, I will 

ſend for you. 
Your's, 
S. S. HORNE 


To JOHN AYLIFFE, Eſq. at Blandford, Dorſet, 


I. 
Find, with concern, that my intereſt with Mrs. 


Horner has not been ſo good as that of your 
enemy's; and notwithſtanding I deſired you might 
continue her ſteward in N. Wilts, and offered to 
be your ſecurity, you are diſmiſſed. I hear facts 
alledged againit you at Melbury, which are capa- 
ble of proof if true, and I have defired Mrs. 
Horner to proſecute you, that you might be pu- 
niſhed if guilty—your acculers, if you was innocent. 
But, I dare fay, the method will not be taken. 
All that I can do more is, to inſiſt that you charge 


me in your accounts for ſuch a ſalary as may 


make 
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8: 3 
make it worth your while to take care of my 
affairs in N. Wilts, &c. &c. &c. 
I am, with great regard, 
S 1 
Your moſt obedient, 


Dec. 25, And moſt humble ſervant, 


1753. HH. FOX. 


(Frank, H. F O KX.) 


BYLIFFE, 


(QINCE I was ſo weak to put it out of my 

power to remedy it, you have been ungene- 
rous enough to take every ſtep to diſturb my peace; 
and now you have been as fooliſh to boaſt of my 
favours depending on my death ; this has reached 
Ilcheſter's and Mr. Fox's knowledge, and gives me 
much trouble; and, for what I know, may ſhorten 
my days. You, perhaps, did it with that view; 
the only return you have in your power to make 
me is to condeſcend to deliver up one of the leaſes 
only, which may prevent further ſuſpicions or 
enquiry. If after thoſe ſolemn vows and promiles 
you ſtill betray me, you muſt be the baſeſt of men, 
and Providence will reward you accordingly. As 
you now behave, 


I ſhall be your's, 
S. S HORNER. 


To 
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To JOHN AT LIF FEE, Eſq. Black Bear, 
Picadilly, London. 


Dear Sir, Briſtol, July 15, 1738. 
R. Starkie of Preſton has told Mr. Earle 

of the money I owed there, which has 
made a great difference between us. Now, dear Sir, 


as you have always been my friend in diſtreſs, 1 


hope at this juncture you will not forſake me; 1 
have two very great favours to aſk of you: the 
firſt is, never to own to Mr. Earle I am indebted to 
you; and the next is, to accept and pay a draught 
of 251. more; I ſhould then owe you 1501. and 
be free from Dribbs. Mr. Earle is glad of this op- 
portunity, in hopes of making me give him my 
right in the Lancaſhire eſtate ; but if you aſſiſt me, 
I may yet live eaſy, and hope, with the greateſt 
return of kindneſs, to repay you.—l wrote this 


from Briſtol with a truly heavy heart. 


From Four s, greatly diſtreſſed, 
K. E ARES 


To JOHN AYLIFFE, Eſq. at his houſe, 
Blandford, Dorſet. 


Dear SIR, July 24, 1758. 
HINGS are not ſo bad as you imagine; 
and though I cannot take Mr. Earle's part, 
(for his behaviour to:me is vile) I hope every affair 
will be made eaſy, &c.—I hope this letter will 


make you eaſy, and prevent Mr. Fox knowing of 
C it. 
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it. I have never heard from him ſince the 3d of | 
this month, ſo where he is, or what he is doing, 
I can't tell, or whether I ſhall ever ſee him again. 
He leaves me deſtitute of money, to live as I can. 
God forgive him, but I never ſhall, for the injury 
he did me laſt. Take no notice of this. My 
heart 1s ſo full I cannot help ſpeaking, now my eyes 
=_ are fully opened. I hope, however, if he has diſ- 

; obliged you, you will not withdraw your friendſhip 
—_— from i 


Your unfortunate, but greatly obliged 
Humble Servant, 


k. EARLE | 


ear SIR, . Malmſbury, January 9. 

=_ HAD your's yeſterday, but not in a ſtile I 

=_ 1 uſed to have from Mr. Ayliffe. Mr. Earle 

ſets out next week, and on his return, will not only 
= ſettle accounts, but pay you; and in leſs than a 

= year we ſhall be out of all difficulties, as we have 
entirely altered our way of life: thus much for # 
Mr. Earle's affairs. For my own I -hope, Sir, = 
you have more humanity, now we live a little eaſy, 
than to acquaint Mr. Earle. By Midſummer you 
| ſhall have 50 l. though I borrow it of Mr. Fox; 
therefore beg, Sir, you will not ruin me. Your 
letter had like to have fallen into Mr. Earle's hands. 
For God's fake be more cautious, and not add 
more uneaſineſs, for be aſſured you ſhall not loſe 
ſingle ſhilling by me. Pleaſe to incloſe my 
letter to Martha Garlike. SIR, 5 
Your ever obliged, &c. 2 

K. EARLE: 


Dear : 
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Dear 81 R, | | | 
OR D Winchelſea fat at the Adele for 
the laſt time, yeſterday; Lord Anſon ſucceeds 


| him, but with the ſix who made Lord Temple's 


board: ſo that this Admiralty will be friends to 
Sir Richard Lyttleton, not to me, and 1t 1s there- 
fore great pity, this was not propoſed ſooner. Sir 
Richard Lyttleton is to be Maſter of the. Jewel- 
Office, and as his patent was never ſuperſeded, he 
will have no occaſion for a re- election, &c. I 
am ſo far from thinking of Poole, that I am quite 
weary of Malmſbury; they are fo very unreaſon- 
able, and at the ſame. time ſo uncertain, that I am 


in doubt whether it is worth my while to go on 


with them at the great expence which it will be 
immediately neceſſary to be at, beyond what the 
bargain was when I bought them. I fancy they 
won't expect leſs than 100 J. a- piece immediately, 
Shall I go on? Shall I give it up, or ſhall J join 
with Sir John Rufhout? He will agree for one 
and .one. Think of theſe things, thefe queſtions, 
and give me your advice as ſoon as may be, by 
letter, ſaying nothing to any body, unleſs to Cal- 
oraft if you. ſee him. I am 
5 Your "wy humble ſervant, 
June 23, H. FOX, 
T757* | 


Let the title of your accounts be of the eſtate of 
Mr. Fox, in the collection of John Ayliffe, Eſq. 
ſalary ninepence in the pound. This indenture, 
_—_ &c. the 3 iſt of George II. 1758, between 
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oo. 
John Calcraft, &c. of the one part, and John 
Ayliffe, &c. of the other part: Whereas the ſaid 


John Calcraft is ſeiſed in fee of and in the manor 


of Rollington, &c. ſituated in the iſle of Purbeck, 
in the county of Dorſet, in, upon, or under which 
{aid manor, &c. there hath lately been found and 
diſcavered ſeveral clay-pits; and the ſaid John Cal- 
craft is alſo ſeiſed in fee of a ferry, called Witch 
Paſſage, in the ſaid iſle, and for divers lands and 
ways leading thereto, and alſo of a warehouſe near 
the ſaid ferry; and whereas the ſaid John Calcraft, 
having a great kindneſs and friendſhip for the ſaid 
John Ayliffe, hath agreed to grant him full licence 
and liberty to dig and carry away all ſuch clay as 
may be found or gotten from the manor or lands 


aforeſaid, or any other eſtate that ſhall hereafter be 


by him or for his uſe purchaſed, and uſe of the 
warehouſe aforeſaid, and of all other that ſhall 
hereafter be erected, and the free uſe of all ways 
and paſſages whatſoever.—Now this indenture, &c. 
and alſo that he the ſaid John Ayliffe, his execu- 
tors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, ſhall and will, in 
like manner, pay or cauſe to be paid unto the ſaid 
John Calcraft, his heirs and aſſigns, one full moiety 


or half- part of the clear profits ariſing from all ſuch 
clay as ſhall be dug, fold, or diſpoſed of, after 


ſuch diſcount and edu as aforeſaid, it being 
intended that each party ſhall have an equal ſhare 
of all profits of the ſaid clay, and that each party 


fhall bear an equal ſhare of all charges of carrying 


on the works, and of all loſſes attending the ſame, 
&c. 
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My dear Sir, Blandford, Jan. 29, 1758. 

OR God's ſake, my dear friend, be watchful, 

and let nothing relative to Baſkerville eſcape 

you. How will you get the recovery paſſed with- 

out knowing his intereit ? For God's ſake, leave 

no ſtone unturned to bring this affair to a ſpeedy 

and happy deciſion; the purchaſe-money will be 

ready at an hour's warning, &c. In ſhort, I fee 

more and more into Reading; he would willingly 

be ſerved himſelf, and all the reſt of 1 mankind may 
be d—'d for what he cares. 

Da SER 4 
Your moſt ſincere, and 
Obliged humble ſervant, 
J. AY L FFF E. 


To Mr. PRIDDLE. 


SIX, 

1 A M not at all ſurprized at the accounts you 
give me of Lawrence and Reading; the former 

I 3 to be under the greateſt obligations to me, 
but your information will make me leſs ſanguine 
about him: and in reſpect to the latter, you know 
enough of him to ſatisfy you that he has no 
other motive than that of ſerving himſelf. I leave 
you to guels at the rectitude of mine. All he ſays, 
in reſpect to his coal, is falſe. As to his having 
borrowed or found any, &c. and as to the other 
proprietors, he only mentions this to induce you to 
comply with his terms, which are without any foun- 
| dation. 


E 8 
dation. I am obliged to you for your good opi- ; 
nion, which you ſhall always find I deſerve. Law- 
rence is an infamous {— 1; all he has he owes 


me; I can't bear ſuch uſage. I beg to meet you 
as ſoon as poſſible. Pray fix the day whilſt Read- 


ing is in town. | 
Your's, dear 8 I R, ever, 


JOHN AT LIF FE. 
Blandford, Feb. 13, 
A 
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To JOHN AYLIFFE, Eſq. 


N Dear SI R, London, May 13, 1738. 3 
=_ WILL be with you at Marlborough, at the 
Angel inn there, Wedneſday next, being the 
15th inſtant, in the evening, if poſſible ; if not, 
Tueſday morning. I come on purpoſe to ſee you, 
and finiſh with Baſkerville ſome affairs, if poſſible. 
Have you ſettled the terms with Mr. Fox? Printis 
is now ſick, and willing to come into meaſures. I 15 
have abundance to conſult with you, I believe 
I ſhall bring, in private, Mr. Priddle with me; 5 
you may depend on him on all accounts. And © 
believe me to be, not only at the foot of a letter, 
but | 
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Your very ſincere friend, 4 
And humble ſervant, | 
THOMAS READING. 


May 
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May 19, 1759. 
Eceived of Mr. Ayliffe a draught on Mr. 
Longdon for two hundred pounds, which I 


accept in part of what is due from Mr. Ayliffe te 
me. 


H. FO 


To the Right Hon. HENRY FOX, Eſq. 


HAD the honour, Sir, of your meſſage through 

Mr. Calcraft, but as your time is ſo very va- 
luable, I am well aſſured you will be better pleaſed 
with a written explanation than a more tedious 
verbal one.—Mr. Ayliffe has produced and ſet up 
a deed, whereby he claims a very conſiderable 
annuity and a ſpecific ſum, granted him by Mrs. 
Horner, out of the Dorſet eſtate enjoyed by Lord 
Ilcheſter.— The leaſe under Mrs. Horner I preſume 
you know of. To all theſe I can only ſay, he or 
they muſt ſtand or fall by their own merit. I have 
the poſſeſſion, Sir, of Mr. Ayliffe's writings, re- 
lative to his preſent claim, which you may inſpect. 
Mr. Reading is his attorney. To me he has given 
powers for particular purpoſes, and you may be 
aſſured the moſt ingenuous conduct ſhall be uſed 
to do all parties juſtice, for I will not move one 
ſtep without the moſt mature advice.—You'll be 
informed, Sir, Mr. Earle is in cuſtody for a heavy 
ſum. I have vouchers and affidavits againſt him 
for 700 l. However, 1 forbear to heap diſtreſs 


upon diſtreſs, till I know your pleaſure upon Mr. 
Earle's 
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Earle's reference. With reſpec, Sir, to my affairs, 
I took it very unkind, Sir, after what paſſed be- 
tween Mr. Calcraft and me, that an extent ſhould 


be iſſued only where my execution was levied, and 


that the effects in Dorſet ſhould not be extended 
where Mr. Calcraft's claim was under a diſputable 
execution alſo. 1 cannot ſee the equity of this pro- 
ceeding. 

If his Majeſty's intereſt only was intended, there 
ought to be no diſtinction of perſons. How far 
it was prudent to extend Grittenham and Brinhit- 
tam, (which admit Mr. Ayliffe's right thereto) is 
here inimaterial to enter into; but I ſubmit, Sir, 
to your conſideration, whether it be not more pru- 
dent to diicharge me and my execution, by which 
I ſhall be enabled to give you that ſatisfaction 
which now both my duty and intereſt forbid me. 
In this, Sir, you can be no ſufferer, for if the Sheriff 
fails in trying the validity of the extent, the ex- 
pence mult come at laſt out of your pocket; and 


ſhould you prevail, I have it otherwiſe abundantly 


in my power to bring myſelf home. In one word, 
if you pleaſe to ſerve me, (I mean, to pay me my 
own) it will give me the greateſt pleaſure, &c. &c. 


I. L. 


TFTOHN AT IL. IFF E, of Blandford- Forum, 
in the county of Dorſet, Eſq. voluntarily 
makech oath and ſaith, That in the year 1746, and 


for many years thence afterwards, this deponent 


lived with Mrs. Suſanna Strangways Horner, of 
Melbury Sampford, in the county of Dorſet, widow, 
as 
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28 1 
as her ſteward; and that he and Sarah, his then 
wife, were in the high eſteem and favour of her the 
ſaid Suſanna Strangways Horner, and by her em- 
ployed in and entruſted with, the private family 
affairs of her the ſaid S. S. Horner; and this de- 


ponent ſays, that ſome time in the vear 1747 the 
ſaid S. S. Horner, ſent for this deponent, and 


Sarah his wife, and expreſling her great friendſhip 
and regard for them, fhe, the ſaid S. S. Horner 


produced a codicil (the hand- writing, of the body 


whereof was and is unknown to this deponent) on 
reading whereof this deponent found the ſaid S. S. 
Horner had given him, this deponent, two thou- 


ſand guineas, to be paid him by her Executrix, 
in twelve months after the deceaſe; ſhe alſo gave 


him, this deponent, in the ſaid codicil, an annuity 
of two hundred guineas a year for his life, pay- 
able out of her eſtates in the ſaid county of Dor- 
ſet; aud the yearly ſum of two hundred guineas 
to ſuch wite as this deponent ſhould leave furviving 
him, for her life, as in the ſaid codicil is particu- 
larly mentioned; and this deponent faith, that he 


was preſent when the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner duty 


executed the ſaid codicil, in the preſence of five 
witneſſes thereto, which ſaid codicil wes afterwards, 
by the hands of the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner, torn 
from off her will, and delivered to him, this de- 
ponent, at which time, the codicil hereafter men- 
tioned, was, by this deponent, at her deſire, an- 
nexed to the ſaid will; and this deponent further 


faith, that the faid Mrs. S. S. Horner, by another 


codicil, dated the 12th day of October, 1747 (the 
hand- writing, of the body whercof was and is alſo 
| D unknown 


A NY Pk _ = \ 
I a 4 
W 


3 1 
* IT "IR 


= 


RE 


1 
% £9 TY 


1 


* n 

1 5 f = Yo 

F 
* 8 | OY 

= = _ 1 WY *H - 


— 
5 


. r = 
— WER FOI 
* 3 — 1 

0 1 2 


* 


0 8 82 Fen - N 


00 +1 
unknown to this deponent) under her hand and ſeal, 
duly executed in this deponent's preſence, and the 
preſence of who ſubſcribed their names as witneſſes 
thereto, by which ſaid codicil, the ſaid Suſannah 
_Strangways Horner, gives and bequeaths the ſum 
of two thouſand pounds, to him, this deponent, 
to be paid him in twelve months after her deceaſe; 
and alſo gives him, this deponent, an annuity, or 
yearly rent charge of four hundred pounds, 
charged on her eſtate in the ſaid county of Dor- 
ſet, » 5 his life; and ſhe alſo gives the ſaid an- 
nuity, or yearly rent charge of four hundred pounds, 
to ſuch wife of him, this deponent, as he ſhould 
leave ſurviving, for her life, as in the ſaid laſt 
mentioned codicil, relation being thereto had will 
fully appear; which ſaid laſt mentioned codicil, 


was alſo, by the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner taken 
from a will of hers, and delivered by her to this 


deponent, when another codicil in favour of this 
deponent was annexed to the will of the ſaid S. S. 
Horner; and this deponent further on his oath 
ſaith, that ſome time about two years after the 
execution of the ſaid laſt mentioned codicil, the 
ſaid S. S. Horner informed this deponent, that 
though ſhe had made a handſome proviſion for 
this deponent and his family, to enable them to 
live comfortably, that ſhe, the ſaid S. S. Hor- 
ner, had a mind to do it by deed, in order to 
better ſecure the ſame to this deponent, or words 
to that effect, and directed this deponent to con- 
ſult Mr. Brown, her council, who then lived in 
Lincoln's-Inn, how, and in what manner, the ſaid 


S. S. Horner could ſecure and ſettle to this de- 
ponent, 
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E 
ponent, out of her eſtates, in the ſaid county of 
Dorſet, an annuity of four hundred and twenty 
pounds a year, to be paid to this deponent, his 
wife and ſon, and the ſurvivors of them after her 
deceaſe; and alſo the ſum of three thouſand pounds 
on him, this deponent, if he ſhould be living at 
the time of the deceaſe of the ſaid S. S. Hor- 
ner; but if this deponent ſhould be then dead, 
to Sarah his wife, if ſhe ſhould at that time be 
living, but if ſhe the ſaid Sarah ſhould be then 
dead, to John, this deponent's ſon, if he ſhould 
be then living, or to that or the like ſenſe and 
meaning; and this deponent on his oath faith, 
that he did accordingly apply to the faid Mr. 
Brown, who drew a draught of a deed to the pur- 
poſe aforeſaid, with his own hand, and in this 
deponent's preſence ; and which ſaid draught this 
deponent ſhewed to the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner, 
who read it, and deſired the ſame may be got 
ready, and this deponent ſaith, that very ſoon 
afterwards the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner amongſt ſome 
other converſation, aſked this deponent, if the 
ſaid deed was ingroſſed; to which this deponent 
anſwered, it was not; whereupon, the ſaid S. S. 
Horner ſeemed diſpleaſed, and reproached this 
deponent for neglecting an affair that ſo nearly 
concerned him and his family; and this deponent 
ſaith, that within a day or two afterwards, the 
ſaid S. S. Horner ſent for this deponent into 
her dreſſing room, and then, and there, jacoſely 
told this deponent, that as he was a young fellow, 
and his wife an unhealthy woman, he, this de- 
ponent, would probably be left a widower, and 
| D 2 in 
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in that caſe, ſhe, the ſaid S. S. Horner, knew 
this deponent well enough, to think he would 
marry again, and therefore, in order to enable 
him to do it reputably, and to make proviſion 
for a woman he ſhould like; the ſaid Mrs. S. S. 
Horner deſired, and ordered, that the. ſaid deed 
might be ſo drawn, that any other wife this depo- 
nent ſhould marry, might be entitled to the ſaid 
annuity of four hundred and twenty pounds a yeer, 


the ſame as was intended for this deponent's then 


wife; and this deponent faith, that in purſuance 


of ſuch direction, this deponent applied again to 


the ſaid Mr. Brown, who altered the ſaid draught, 
by him drawn as aforeſaid accordingly, and in the 
words and form as the ſaid deed of the 13th of 


January, 1749 was executed herein after-menti- 


oned; and this deponent further ſaith, that when 
the ſaid deed was ingroſſed, he delivered the ſame 
to the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner, who had, and kept 
the ſame ſeveral days in her own cuſtody before 
it was executed, and told this deponent, who was 
then with her in her dreſſing- room, that ſhe had read 
over and examined the deed, and was well ſatisfied 
with it; and this deponent then and there at the 
requeſt of the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner read over 
the ſame deed to her, and ſhe, at the ſame time 
looked over the deed likewiſe, and ſignified a 
particular ſatisfaction about the ſame; and the 
lame deed of the 13th of January, 1749, was 
then and there duly executed by the ſaid S. S. 
Horner, in the preſence of this deponent, and of 
the three ſubſiſting witneſſes, whoſe names are 
let thereto; and this deponent ſaith, that the ſaid 

| deed 
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the words, letters, or otherwiſe, ſince the execu- 

tion thereof; and this deponent further faith, be- 

. fore and after the execution of the faid deed, Mrs. 

| S. S. Horner, made this deponent a ſolemn pro- 

5 miſe, not to diſcloſe the ſaid deed, or the contents 

. thereof, to Lord or Lady Ilcheſter, or any of her 
relations, till after her death, for the ſake of 

i preſerving family peace; and the ſaid Mrs. S. S. 

: Horner, told this deponent, ſhe had ſignified the 

. {ame to the ſaid Mr. Brown; and this deponent 

5 further ſaith, that ſubſequent to this execution of 
| 5 the ſaid deed, the ſaid S. S. Horner, hath often 
told this deponent, that ſhe would have done 


more for this deponent out of her eſtate in North: 
Wiltſhire, if ſhe, the ſaid S. S. Horner, had not 
ſettled the reverſion thereof on Mr, Fox, or to 
that effect; and that ſhe feared to give this de- 
5 ponent more than ſhe had done out ef her Dorlet 
£ eſtate, leſt it ſhould make Lord and Lady Ilcheſ- 


5 ter his enemies; but the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner 
hath often declared, how happy ſhe was, to think 


ſhe had put it out of their power to prevent this 
deponent having what ſhe had given him by the 
aforeſaid deed, or words to that effect; and this 
deponent alſo further upon his oath ſaith, he did 
not direfly, or indirefly, adviſe, deſire, ſolicit, 
perſuade, or 1#p9/e upon the ſaid S. S. Horner, 
to make or execute the ſaid deed of the 13th of 7 
January, 1749; but that the ſaid S. S. Horner, 1 


freely and vcluntarily propoſed, and executed the 4 
ſame, of her own motion and inclination ; and 1 


laſtly, this deponeat ſaith, that before, and ſoon 
Cs after, 
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after, and ſince the deceaſe of the ſaid Mrs. S. S. 
Horner, he, this deponent, hath ſhown the ſaid 
deed of the 13th of January, 1749, ſo executed E 
by the ſaid S. S. Horner as atoreſaid, to ſeveral of 1 
this deponent's friends, and gentlemen of his ac- x 
quaintance, as well in the law as otherwiſe, both 
before, ſoon after, and ſince the deceaſe of the 
ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner ; and this deponent ſaith, 
that the reaſon why this deponent did not diſcover 
to the ſaid Lord and Lady Ilcheſter, and ſet up 
the ſaid deed of the 13th of January, 1749, ſoon 
after the death of the ſaid Mrs. S. S. Horner, was, 
and really is, becauſe this deponent had promiſes, 
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and aſſurances from Lord Ilcheſter, by Mr. Fox Þ|- 
1 and Mr. Calcraft, of ſpeedy obtaining a leaſe from 5 
E the ſaid Lord Ilcheſter, whereon, it is apprehended. 
7 a coal mine might be found, with liberty to dig 5 
and uſe the ſame; and which ſaid leaſe, this depo- $ 
=_ - nent and others had, and have great reaſon to be- 


lieve, would be very beneficial to him, this depo- 
nent; and this deponent ſaith, that it was his 
deſign and intention, as ſoon as he had obtained 
the ſaid leaſe, and liberty to dig for, and fell coal, 
to have diſcovered to Lord and Lady Ilcheſter, the 
ſaid deed of the 13th of January, 1749, afore- 
ſaid, 
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JOHN AYLIFFE. 


Sworn, in the city of London, 
this roth of July, 1759. 


Before me, 
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To the Right Honourable HENRY FOX, Eſq. 


Right Hon. Sir, July 17, 1759. 

S I began to act with your privity in Mr. 
Ayliffe's affairs, in like manner I now beg 

leave to inform you, that as I ſet out on the cir- 
cuit to-mgrrow, I ſhall deliver up the deed and 
codicils for the uſe of his creditors, who are deter- 
mined to ſupport his and their own cauſe, and to 
avoid the leaſt imputation of frauds. Copies will 
be printed and ſent to each creditor, and to each 
noble perſonage in the dernier reſort of Juſtice ; 
and if there be any fraud, let ihe fricken deer go 
weeping : but for the ſake of a ſpeedy obtainment 
of juſtice, or diſcovery of guilt, I humbly recom- 
mend a reference to three arbitrators, who may as 
equitably determine as one man, or a houſe of men. 
When Mr. Earle was in cuſtody, on his pro- 
miſing to ſettle the account, I diſcharged him; and 
now he ſays, that you, Sir, won't permit him to 
take up the negotiable indorſed notes. The con- 
ſequence of this breach of faith is as eaſily fore- 


ſeen as it will be ſeverely felt. Happy is it for 


him that you indemnify him! By virtue of an 
extent you hope, Sir, to ſweep all the effects in 
Wilts, as Mr. Calcraft has done the whole in Dor- 
ſet; but it is not he who reaps that always en- 
Joys, nor is the battle always to the ſtrong. If it 
proves ſo in this caſe, I am an unhappy ſufferer. 
You, perhaps, Sir, blame me for not ſhewing 
you the deeds, The injunction I had from Ayliffe 


was a ſufficient excuſe, but to one of political 
| abilities 
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abilities a ſtronger reaſon might occur. If the 
rich and great deal out and harter their favours to 
the higheſt bidders, ſurely I, an injured creditor, 
diferve forme how to be rewarded for ſervices of 
higher moment to Mr. Fox and his family. You 
think, Sir, to prevail over the North Wilts leaſes; 
but give me leave to ſay you are upon a wrong 
frent, F know, Sir, you are as zealous in ſerving 
your friends as _ are implacable in your reſent- 
ments: but pleafe, S Sir, to conſider me as a ſtranger, 
poſſeſſed of ſecrets that reerly concerns your fa- 
mily's honour and intereſt; as one, now ſuffering 
by the underhand oppoſition you make to my ſe- 
curity ; and laftly, as one, who has long laboured 
under the moſt hateful of curſes, attendance and 
dependance ; and then, Sir, I truſt you'll not blame 
me for being thus reſerved : but be your conduct 
what it may, I ſhall always purſue the golden rule, 
of doing unto all men as I defire they would do 
unto me, under the like circumſtances. And am, 

Honoured SIR, 
Your molt obedient, 
And mo molt devoted, 
Humble ſervant, 


T. BONNEL LE. 


To JOHN PATTERSON, Eſq. Barber's Hall, 
London. 


5 I R, Thurſday Evening. 
S your Right Honoured friend Caves no Pains 
or expence in defending his own or his bro- 


ther's titles. After an 1mpartia ky review of what hath 
paſſed, 


(38 3 


paſſed, it is now incumbent on me no longer to 


remain in a ſtate of neutrality. Mr. Fox may 
ſuppoſe that nothing.can be publiſhed worthy his 
notice; if ſo, I hope he will not hereafter reproach 
me for any proceedings the law will juſtify, and 
my intereſt requires. Notwithſtanding Ayliffe's 
other miſconduct, neither you, nor the moſt zea- 
lous friend of Mr. Fox's, on ſeeing the written 
evidence in Ayliffe's favour, can entertain the 
leaſt doubt of the authenticity of this title. The 
means, — the oppreſſive means taken to ſuppreſs, 
does but add ſtrength to his cauſe. Such is the 
ſenſe of his creditors. If it is deſired, you ſhall 
have a full anſwer to every objection that can be 
raiſed. I can only lament that Mr, Fox did not 
liſten to the propoſals I made to him. I am ſure it 
would have contributed to his intereſt, as well as 
to his peace of mind. I am ſure there is nothing 
I more intended than to approve myſelf worthy his 
eſteem; ſo it is with reluctance I am obliged to 
devote my labours to the oppoſition of ſo great a 
man. I find Stevens has the care of Ruſley. Mr. 
Fox was pleaſed to tell me it was the crown's con- 
cern and not his. In this and in all things may 
Pope's maxim be verified, whatever is, is right. 
S LR. 
Your humble ſervant, 


T. BONN 


2 * n 12 . * 7 
n er $ 1 * 2 
eee e 


| 1 54 J 
To JOHN PATTERSON, Eſq. Barber's Hall, 
London. | 
N, Sarum, Auguſt 23. 


HAD the favour of your's.— True it is, if ties 
and duties of civil ſocicty require every mem- 
ber to detect villainy ; but tnere may be ſome ſuch 


=_ circumſtances as ought to ſuperſede rigorous 
= exertion of ſuch a duty. An attorney is excuſed 
4 and bound from diſcloſing his client's ſecrets, ſo 


every honeſt man ſcorns to betray a truſt. Though 
he abhors the object of ſuch confidence in ſtates, ; 
as well as between individuals, no crimes are com- 4 
mitted but fome are benefitted ; from the greateſt 
evils ſome good follows; nor do thoſe participate 
in a guilt, which they are privy to, but for good | 
reaſons join not to puniſh. It may be one man's 
intereſt to have the object of his reſentment hanged, 
but it may be indifferent to a ſecond, and in- 
tereſting to a third to have his life ſaved, And 
from the little experience I have had of things, 
every man, from the prince to the peaſant, conſults 
his own intereſt and ſafety firſt, as the primary 
law of nature.—I appeal, Sir, to yourſelf; has not 
every ſtate criminal, the moſt notorious offender, 
his advocates and friends? I continue to act the 
honeſt part, and ſuch as I need not be aſhamed of. 
I have been amuſed and deceived by Right Ho- 
nourables heretofore; all I hoped for was my 
honeſt debt, which I am artfully deprived of, 
whence it 1s become my duty to join the body of 
creditors. 
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There can be no forging in a title where no 
deed is neceſſary as heir at law. Ayliffe claims the 
North Wilts eſtate, now in your poſſeſſion; ac- 
cordingly ejectments are delivered to try his right. 
What I mean by future acts is the reverſe of con- 


cealing, for it is my reſolve to publiſh all I know, - 


and by all lawful ways and means to redreſs myſelf. 
If Ayliffe has committed a forgery he deſerves to 
ſuffer, and more fo for defrauding his creditors ; 
but this attempt will only be imputed to the view 
of prejudicing the world againſt him, and of laying 
a foundation of ſome defence againſt the deed. 


In this cale it is oppreſſive to his creditors ; fo is 


the retaining every eminent council in the circuit; 
ſo are the reports, propagated with induſtry, by 
new found-out agents friends of certain great 
men. To be plain, if they will not oblige me with 
my own, can they think me ſuch an idiot, whilſt 
a creditor, to be the inſtrument to deſtroy a man's 
eſtates, who, if deſerving death, is fafe from doing 
me more harm, and wheſe life is each creditor's 
intereſt as much to preſerve as your's to defiroy £ 
The convicting him of forging a leaſe, a few 
months ago, will not invalidate a regular feries of 
tranſactions of ten years ſtanding, and which have 
been notoriouſly public for five or ſix years paſt. 
Lord Ilcheſter ſays he will diſpute the deed, be- 
cauſe Mrs. Horner always denied it. I hope his 
Lordſhip has a better reaſon, for had ſhe confeſſed 
it, ſhe would have proved herfelt a We and 
a h „the only thing ſhe ſtrove to avoid. As 
I judge of you, may you, Sir, with the like candor, 
judge of Your's, 


F. 2 To 


T. BONN F 
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To JOYN AYLIFFE, Eſq. 


Dear SIR, 


Return you Mr. Bonnell's letter, not able to ſee 
how either you or could ger any thing from what 
he propoſes. I ſhould lay down 1500 J. and have 
only my intereſt tor that ſum. What good will that 
do? I ſhall therefore decline having any thing to 


do with it, and ſhall write accordingly by this night's 
poſt. Adieu. 


To Mr. SAMUEL LODGE, at the 
Right Hon. Henry Fox's. 
SAM, * 
SENT over a meſſenger from Saliſbury, but 
your wife would not inform him where you 
might be ſent to; a certain indication that ſhe was 
aſhamed either of your abode or your buſineſs : 
and ſorry I am to hear that you, Sam, who have 
been fed, ſuccoured, and ſupported by Ayliffe in 
your wants, neceſſity, and diſtreſs, ſhould (now his 
favour can flow no more) be the only man, the 
only evidence that witneſſes againſt his blood; that 
you, Sam, in whole hands and heart he voluntarily 
repoſed the ſecrets of his ſoul, ſhould become his 
accuſer, his bittereſt of enemies, is ſuch a breach 
of ſocial faith and humanity as Jonathan Wilde 
would have deteſted to an injured creditor, Even 


to me, who am a new acquaintance created by his 
neceſſities, ſome excuſe might have been pleaded 


for aſſiſting to make him a public example ; but 
remember, 


; „ 
remember, Sam, there is a tie of nature implant- 
ed and rivetted in us, by our creator, much 
ſtronger than the laws of man, that directs us to 
abhor the treacherous and faithleſs friend, as the 
blackeſt of villains; it is a crime ſo deteſtable, 
that the moſt infamous bluſh to hear of it; and 
| all that know thee abhor thy perfidy. Remem- 
ber poor Edward's death ; though he was a delu- 
ded and ſuffering creditor, yet they thought of 
his being inſtrumental, to an old friend's perſecu= _ 
tion, was too heavy a load for his compaſſionate 
ſoul to bear. I truit he is happy. 

Remember, Sam, the fate of Judas; his own 
| conſcience was his accuſer; and he has left a pat- 
tern for all traitors and betrayers to atone, in 
ſome meaſure, by an infamous and vol ary ſa- 
crifice of life, for the moſt odious of fins, which 
the law of man cannot other wiſe, than by reproach, 
puniſn; beſides, Sam, if it is true as reported, 
you are doubly guilty; the world ſays you are 
his debtor; that you want to pay that debt by 
taking away his life; that, to accompliſh it, you 
have ingroſſed, and ſet up a dced, pretending it 
to be the ſame he ſent, whereas, you returned 
his copy back, Who then deſcrves to be hanged ? | 
Nay, your old friends in the country ſay more, 
viz. That you have boaſted Your was to have 19 
much in hand, and ſo much for life, to con- 
vict Aylifte of a forgery; this a cle gyman of 
reputation has offered to prove; what then wall 
become of you? Think, Sem, of thy wretched 
undertaking! Will your great patron protect you 
againſt your juſt debts? Tell him he dares not! 

| - TT 
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if he does, his name will become more odious 
than it now is; Will he pay all your debts, and 
provide for you? No, Sam; when his own turn 
is ſerved he will deſpiſe you! think of theſe things 
pray to God to influence your actions! and remem- 
ber his holy commands, — Do unto all men as you 
world they ſhould do unto you. 


„ L.- 


To the Right Hon. WILLIAM Prrr, Eſq. 
One of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State. 


The Humble Petition of JohN AvLIrrE, now a 
Convict in Newgate, London, 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 

HAT your petitioner was convicted, for 

having on the 13th day of April laſt, pub- 
liſhed to William Clewer, Eſq. a falſe, forged, 
and counterfeit leaſe, from the Right Hon. Henry 
Fox to your petitioner, of a farm, called Ruſley 
Park, in Wiltſhire, with an intent to defraud the 
laid Mr. Clewer of his money. 

That your petitioner about 14 years ago, be- 
came ſteward to Mrs. Horner (late mother of the 
preſent Lady Ilcheſter) and continued ſo about ſe- 
ven years; that within the time of your petiti- 
oner's ſaid ſtewardſhip, Judith Ayliffe, ſpinſter 
(a relation to Mrs. Horner, and to whom your 
petitioner is heir at law) died, ſeized in fee, of an 


eſtate in Wiltſhire, which had been in the family 
ſome 


D 8 5 n r r 
N = Hg W W 2 WES r 9 al 
1 * * 1 1 * * 1 DOE WORE 4 we tl 9 N 1 
: by THE RAS CE ie tr 1 n can . 


L 9-1 
ſome hundred years; of about 1800 J. a year; 
and which ſhe, by her will, deviſed to Mr. Hor- 
ner, her heirs and aſſigns for ever. 
That your petitioner having behaved in his 
ſaid ſtewardſhip, to the approbation of Mr. Hor- 


ner, and ſhe having poſſeſſion of the eſtate of 


his family, ſhe thought proper to make a ſmall 
proviſion, for the ſupport of himſelf and family; 
and therefore, ſhe, firſt, by a codicil annexed to 
her will, gave him a conſiderable ſum of money, 
and an annuity, for the life of himſelf, his wife, 
and ſon; and afterwards revoked that codicil, 
and by another codicil, gave your petitioner, a 
oreater ſum and annuity; and in the year after- 
wards, cancelled that codicil; and did, by deed 
of gift, grant your petitioner, an annuity as afore- 
laid, of 4201. and the ſum of 3000 l. to be paid 
him at, and from her deceaſe, out of her eſtates, 
deviſed to Lord Ilcheſter; and did alfo grant your 
petitioner ſeveral beneficial leaſes, for the hves 
of himſelf, his wife, and ſon; and to commence 
from her deceaſe; of lands, parcel of the Ay- 
cliffe eſtate, the fee whereof, ſhe had before, by 
deed, given to Henry Fox, and his heirs. 

That Mrs. Horner being a timerous woman, 
and cautious of letting Lady Ilcheſter and her 
relations know how ſhe diſpoſed of her eſtates, 
leſt the ſame would be reſented, directed your 
petitioner not to diſcloſe what ſne had ſo done 
for him, till after her deceaſe; but one of the 
laid leaſes being diſcloſed by the clerk, who wrote 
the ſame; and Mrs. Horner being afterwards aſked 


if ſhe had granted ſuch leaſe, ſhe acknowledged 
it; 
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it; whereupon Mr. Fox ſent for and appointed 
your petitioner to meet him at Counſellor Booth's 
chambers, in Lincoln's-Inn, which your petitt- 
oner did; and Mr. Fox then, in a folemn manner, 


examined your petitioner how he had obtained the 


ſaid leaſe from Mrs. Horner; and your petitioner 
told him, that he obtained the ſame, by her tree 
and voluntary grant; and demonſtrated the ſame 
to his ſatisfaction. 

That Mr. Fox knowing your petitioner's intereſt 
in the ſaid leaſe, to be worth 80 l. a year clear, 
from Mrs. Horner's deceaſe; did apply to, and 
prevail on your petitioner to ſurrender the ſaid 
leaſe to him, at the ſame time promiſing your 
petitioner, that he would grant your petitioner as 
beneficial a leaſe of other lands; and your petiti- 
ener did accordingly duly execute a ſurrender of 
the ſaid leaſe, and 851. a year to Mr. Fox, with- 
out anv other conſideration than his pms as 
aforeſaid. 

That Mr Fox having, ſince the ſaid ſurrender, 
made a purchaſe of the ſaid farm, called Ruſley 
Park, (which laſt, let at 601. a year) did in No- 
vember 1758, grant a leaſe thereof, at 35 l. a year 
to your petitioner, for the lives of your petitioner, 
his wife and fon; and whereby your petitioner had 
only 251. a year profit, in lieu of the ſaid 85 l. a 
year ſurrendered to Mr. Fox as aforeſaid. 

That by ſome misfortune, your petitioner loſt 
the original leaſe of Ruſley Park, and being preſſed 
by his creditors 3 in April laſt, and under a neceſſity, 
until he could get ae of the ſaid 3000 l. and 


of the ſaid annuity of 420 J. per annum, of raiſing 
a ſam 
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a ſum of money by mortgage; and your peti- 
tioner's other effects being infuflicient for the pur- 
poſe, without the leaſe of Ruſley, your petitioner, in- 
advertently, thought he might make a copy of the 


ſaid leaſe, without prejudice to Mr. Fox or the 


Mortgagee, as your petitioner had ſufficient eſtate 
and effects (when recovered) to pay off the ſaid 
mortgage ; and therefore your petitioner wrote a 
copy of the ſaid leaſe, and got Mr. Fox's name and 
ſeal, and the name of the witneſſes ſet thereto, and 
did execute a mortgage of the ſaid leaſe of Ruſley, 
with other eſtates, to the ſaid William Clewer, for 
ſecuring payment of the ſum of 17500]. That the 
ſaid William Clewer did, in May laſt, apply to 
Mr. Fox to take an aſſignment of the ſaid mort- 
gage, and produced to Mr. Fox the ſaid Ruſley 
leaſe, copied by your petitioner, as aforeſaid; and 
when it appeared that the rent reſerved thereby 
was only 51. inſtead of 351. a year, and of which 
Mr. Fox took notice; and when your petitioner 
afterwards was told thereof by Mr. Fox's lawyer, 
your petitioner ſaid that he was ready to have tne 
miſtake of 5 1. rectified, and made 351. but inſtead 
thereof the ſaid Mr. Clewer did, on the 12th day 
of September laſt, cauſe your petitioner to be in- 
dicted for forging the ſaid leaſe, and publiſhing the 
ſame; and on the 25th inſtant your petitioner was 
tried and convicted thereof. | 
Your petitioner therefore moſt humbly, &c.— 
If Idie, I deſire this may be publiſhed to the world, 
as my laſt dying words, for the truth of which I 
muſt ſoon give an account to the Judge of all 
F men; 
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men; and I have. ſome papers herewith to verify 
the ſame. 

The crime, if ſuch it is, for which I am con- 
demned, I am guilty of and no other perſon what- 
ever; but my life is taken away for the ſake of 
intereſt. The deed and leaſes, I delivered up to 
my creditors, were really executed by Mrs. Horner, 
who read them before ſhe ſigned them ; and the 
affidavit I wrote of the particulars is true, to the 
beſt of my remembrance. I was beloved by her 
in a manner not to be mentioned, for which I im- 
plore Divine Mercy. I bought them at the hazard 
of my poor ſoul, and I think my creditors. and 
injured family are juſtly entitled to them. 

I never injured Mr, Fox in all my life, except 
acculing him of treaſon, of which he is innocent, as 
to what I know, further than what I have heard ; 
but it is the ſevereſt act of cruelty, oppreſſion, and 
ingratitude, that he takes away my life. I have 
been a faithful ſervant to him, and have ſpent more 
money in his ſervice than ever I received from his 
places or favours. He now enjoys my family's 
eſtate, as the fruits of his criminal acquaintance 


with Mrs. Horner, before I knew her; and ſhe has 


often declared ſhe repented ſhe could not give me' 
the whole eſtate, for ſhe once loved me better than 
her own child. I heartily thank Lady Caroline 
for all her kindneſſes, and hope the Lord will bleſs 
her, for ſhe is the beſt of women: was all women 
as good and as virtuous as ſhe 1s, I had been happy. 
I forgive all my proſecutors, and hope they will 
be forgiven ; particularly he who has been the 

cauſe 
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caule of all my bad connections, and him that be- 
trayed me. I recommend the cauſe of my dear 
and loving wife and child to my creditors, whoſe 
intereſt 1s the ſame, hoping they will do them 
juſtice. My body I commit to the grave, and my 
ſoul to the care of angels, to be conveyed to the 
boſom of my SO Jeſus Chrift, who died for 
my ins. 


JOHN AYLIFFE. 


To Mr. THOMAS BONNELL. 


S 4K. 


Delivered your letter to Mr. Fox, who has 

directed me to aſſure you, that he is very ſorry 
if any enquiries he defired to be made about you, 
when you was ſo warmly connected with the late 
Mr. Ayliffe againſt him, have in the leaſt preju- 
diced you in the opinion of any of your relations 
and though he thinks your zeal for that unhappy 
man made. you break into many unjuſtifiable ex- 
preſſions concerning himſelf, yet he deems it but a 
piece of juſtice to you to authorize me to declare, 
that he never entertained a thought of your being 
at all concerned in the bad methods he has reaſon 
to ſuſpect Mr. Ayliffe took, to ſupport his claims 
either to Lord Ilcheſter's eſtates, or his. As I 


have a perſonal regard for you, and an eſteem for 


your abilities, 4 am glad to be the inſtrument of 
F-2 doing 
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doing you this juſtice, and ſhall be ready to do you 
any other ſervices in my power, being truly 
Your friend and ſervant, 
Barber's Hall, S FALIERSON, 
Jan. 1, 1760. 


To Mr. BONNELL. 


SIR, 
Ms a man of honour, I think myſelf obliged 
to comply with your deſire, and have wrote 
by this poſt to beg of Mr. Greaves, or any of the 
family, not to ſuggeſt any ill opinions of your con- 
duct in Mr. Fox's affair, as I have not heard any 
reproach laid to your charge; and ſhould be ſorry 
that my intereſting myſelf, in point of friendſhip, 


| ſhould leave the leaſt. mark in your disfavour, in an 


affair you appear to me quite blameleſs. I hope 
this will finiſh the affair, and am, SIR, 
| Your molt humble ſervant, E 
Hill-ſtreet, J. G. DOWNING. | 
Jan. 7, 1760. ; 


To, Mr. BONNE “. : 
IR, 
O U will receive a letter from me, dated this 
morning, at which time I had not received 
your's, for which I really thank you, and will do 
you every good office in my power with your rela- 
aim, SI, 
| Tour humble ſervant. 


Tueſday, 3 O'CLOCK. J. G. DOWNING. 
To 


u 


11 
To the Right Hon. HENRY FOX, Efq. 


Honoured SIR, 


A M ordered, on behalf of Mr. Clewer, to re- 
4 preſent the extreme hardſhip of his caſe, and 
to requeſt your final reſolve. To accommodate 
your views, he freely contributed his aſſiſtance, 
to the deſtruction of Ayliffe's life and his own 
title, without which you could not have hanged 
him. He had indeed the ſolemn aſſurances of 
an honourable recompence, yet have been kept 
out of the poſſeſſion of his money, eſtates, and 
writings, for ſix months, to his very great injury 
and now all that Mr. Patterſon propoſes to give 
him is, a leaſe of Ruſley for three lives, at 33 l. 
per annum, which is not worth his acceptance: 
he therefore, once, for all, ſollicits the fovour of 
being paid his 1300 l. and intereſt, to be put 
into the pligut he was, before he convicted 
Ayliffe, by having a leaſe for two lives at 51. 
per annum; or that you will pleaſe to deliver back 
his writings, and ſubmit it to the arbitration of 
honeſt men. | 

Permit me, Sir, thus neceſſarily introduced, to 
plead a few words in my own defence; at the in- 
ſtance of Mr. Patterſon, and relying on your 
honour and his fair promiſes, that I ſhould not 
only be paid my juſt demands, but alſo rewarded; 


_ inſtead of oppoſing, I have laboriouſty contributed 


to ſupport your cauſe; J have ſtricken lights from 
whence 


i 
whence (as Mr. Patterſon has been ingenious enough 
to confeſs) great benefit muſt accrue; I have ſti- 
fled and ſecreted what would highly .- 60s 
ſome reſpectable individuals, living and dead; 
the time I undertook your ſervice, I could "Fa 
been indemnified and protected; I declined it; 
and lo! now I am rewarded; when I am called 
upon to pay his debts, I am told, I came to haſty; 
that you will try to compound them; that I ſhall 
be bailed ; theſe are excuſes which need no anſwer ; 
they impart every indelicate idea of honour and 
juſtice ; but thanks to providence, I have met 
with a real friend! hence J had a right to demand 
the return of the papers I entruſted with Mr. Pat- 
terſon, who in the breach of all faith and truſt, 
hath the impudence to withhold them; little did I 
think he wanted ambition, but he has deceived 
me; and at his peril be it. Had you, Sir, con- 
br. that Mrs Horner's character, Lord Ilcheſ- 
ter's eſtate, Malmſbury manor and its dependen- 
cies, are at ſtake; dear and valuable as money is 
known to be to Mr. Fox, he would not have thus 
uſed me. 1 am now, Sir, gone to reſtore myſelf 
independent from theſe accurſed engagements ; I 
ſhall give your friend, Sir Jacob, a true ſtate of 
my caſe; and then, if another week's reflection 
do not reconcile the ſtruggle between avarice and 
honour, I muſt (in imitation of the great) move 
as my paſſions and my intereſt leads me; I have 
one deed by me, of more intrinſic value than 
many five hundred pounds; happy it is for the 
creditors I did not ſurrender this and Mrs. Hor- 
ner's letters ailo ; if I mult juſtify my paſt actions, 
a It 
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it ſnall be on oath, whereby you may have an 
eaſy opportunity of detecting falſhoods; If you 
pleaſe, Sir, to give me an undertaking under your 
hand, to indemnify me, I will then rely upon 
your bounty; if not, I am ſure the world will 
not blame me, for purſuing thoſe ways and means, 
that are moſt conducive to inforce it. I have al- 


ready been deceived; I doubly deſerve what I aflt; - 


if then I am denied what is of right, how can I 
expect what is of honour? Beſides, he who will 


not take my word for a little, cannot expect me 


to take his word for what is often times the value. 
Remember, Sir, where borough, intereſt, and fa- 
mily reputation are in the queſtion, much more 
goeth but a little way. 
| - S I R, &. 

T. BONNE LL. 


To the Right Hon. HENRY FOX, Eſq. 


Honoured SI R, 
Am very ſorry to hear of your relapſe, and 


more ſo, if 1 have caufelesſly done any thing to 
occaſion it; more eſpecially too, as the dead pay 
thoſe debts of honour which heirs or executors are 


not bound to diſcharge; moreover, it will give 


me a chriftian concern to leave your mind unſettled 


in a point ſo momentous in its eternal conſequences; . 


I have already laboured much unrewarded, but I 
hope never to be weary of well-doing; of returning 
good for evil; and to the intent, Sir, you may lee 


the light of truth; and that it is your failure of 
| conviction, 
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conviction, and not mine o condeſcenſion, I will, in a 
few days, return to prepare a caſe in my own defence. 
Though I have no idea of fear, or proſpect of 
favour, as I would acquit myſelf, in the impartial 
judgment of all men, of any voluntary impeach- 
ment of ſuch high characters, either you, Sir, or 
your friend Sir Jacob, may peruſe and ule it as 
your own reaſon diftates. Believe me, &c. 
| T. B N NE L. IL. 


To Sir JACOB DOWNING, Bart. 


S I R, | 
HOUGH you was ſo kind to conform t 
all I could before in reaſon deſire, yet to 

ſhew you, Sir, I am intitled to your further inter- 
poſition, it is neceſſary to give you a portrait of 
my ſufferings on your friend's account. The fol- 
lowing paragraph of a jetter will ſufficiently apolo- 
gize for this remonſtrance : — * Mr. Greaves has 
c received a letter from Sir Jacob Downing, who 
ſays they had found Mr. Bonnell innocent, which 
I am very glad to hear.—I think Sir Jacob 
ought to have cleared him to a certain perſon 
in this town, under his own hand, when he found 
him not guilty ; and Mr. Bonnell would think N 
* ſo too, did he know as much as I do. But 1 Y 
* muſt be cautious what I write; I would adviſe | 
him to truſt nor put too much confidence in a 
certain courtier, except he had been bred up in 
a court, for perhaps they may deceive him, | 
Cc and 
[The remainder of this interefling pamphlet will be publiſhed next Monday] 
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te and inſtead of being his friend, may turn out lis 


© mortal foe. He has too much ſenſe not to take 
4 this hint. I dare not ſay more, though I could 
« ſay a great deal of truth of a certain great per- 
ce ſon.” Thus, Sir, you ſee the opinion of the 
world both as to my injuries and your friend's cha- 
racter, who, big with the mightineſs of his wealth, 
triumphs in the diftreſs, ruin, and death of every 
obſtacle to his boundleſs avarice. I had the moſt 
ſacred aſſurances of being recompenſed, but after 
being cajolled and robbed of my labour, papers, 
and judgment, he 1s ſo right righteouſly honourable 
as to refuſe diſcharging my legal demands. He, 
perhaps, may deny his denial ; but let equivocation 
be baniſhed. When I ſpeak of Mr. Fox's acts, I 
include his oracle Mr. Patterſon, who muſt be 
ſuppoſed to act from the other's authority. Does 
he ſay he poſtponed it only? I ſay he abſolutely 
denied to indemnify me. Evaſions are irrecon- 
cileable to ſtrict honour and juſtice; a courtier's 
denial 1s preferable to his delay. I doubt not, ac- 
cording to my friend's predictions, he will be my 
foe, and perſecute me. Be it ſo; my cauſe will be 
eſpouſed by one greater than himſelf, and every 
court in Europe ſhall read of his oppreſſion and 
injuſtice.—The caſe, Sir Jacob, is too long to ſtate 
within the compaſs of a letter; ſuffice it to ſay, 
it is his duty, both in conſcience and policy, 
to pay Ayliffe's debts : mine he hath undertaken 
to diſcharge; the evidence is ready, and if you, 
Sir Jacob, think it worth your trouble, you are at 
liberty to ſee them; and I doubt not, Sir, you 

G would 


e 


„ 
would be thereby convinced of my innocence, and 


his blindfold cruelty towards me. Sir, 
Your devoted, humble ſervant, 


J. BONNELL, 


To Mr. PATTERSON, Barber's Hall. 


R. Bonnell finding himſelf poſſeſſed of the 
& incloled, not his property, ſcorns to incur 
the deſerved imputation of withholding what he 
received in confidence for ever to be the faithleſs 
wretch accurſed. An acquaintance of Mr. Fox's 
ſays, Mr. Patterſon denies ever ſearching for, or 
carrying away any papers from Mr. Bonnell's lodg- 
ings in his abſence; that Mr. Patterſon denies 
ever making Mr. Bonnell any promiſes of his 
being paid or indemnified ; that Mr. Bonnel hath 
been recompenſed for all he hath done for Mr. 
Fox. As the contrary of Mr. Patterſon's allega- 
tions are notoriouſly true, (of which Mr. Bonnell 
has an affidavit ready) it will be highly neceſſary 
for Mr. Patterſon to find ſome better defence for 
the ſatisfaction of the public, remembering that, 
great as he is, and ſmall as his opponent is, Truth 
% and juſtice will find his friends, even in that 
« ſtupid, ſenſeleſs court, the Common Council, 
(ſuch was his own appellation, ſpeaking of the cer- 
tainty of his winning over a majority in favour of 
his countryman's elliptic, 1 by a ſtrate of deluſive prin- 
ciples and arguments they could not underſtand) 
alſo remembering, that the greateſt and beſt of 


characters may be debaſed, and proſtituted to pub- 
| lic 


5 
lic infamy, by the oppreſſive arts of avarice and 
ambition; becauſe the bye-word, 
Hic niger eſt hunc tu Romanæ caveto. 

The time will come; Mr. Fox will be convinced 
he is not beyond the reach of reproach or reſent- 
ment, nor ſhall there be wanting a monument to 
perpetuate his life to ſucceeding ages. 


A wealthy ænave's a libel on our laws, 
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To be, or not to be? That is the queſtion, 
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INTERESTING QUERIES. 


J. AS not Mr. Ayliffe well recommended, 
as a perſon faithful, and capable of 
Mrs. Horner's ſervice? And did ſhe 

not firſt take him on account of his being nearly 

allied, or reputed heir at iaw to her relation, Mrs. 


Judith Ayliffe, whole eſtate ſhe enjoyed ? 


II. Had not Mrs. Horner a power, under the 
ſettlement of September 15, 1744, to grant or diſ- 
poſe of the Melbury and Abbotſbury eſtates, at 
her pleaſure, or to charge the ſame with any ſums 
of money, annuities, or rent-charges ? 


III. Whether the particular penning of the two 
codicils the affectionate reaſons therein given for 
ſuch bequeſts, the increaſe of her favour with his 


ſervice, the one being atteſted by five witneſſes of 


credit, when three only were neceſſary; the ſup- 
preſſion of her codicils from her will, from the 
time of the deed of grants being executed, are not 
all the <0 ny arguments of their innocence and 
authenticity ? 


IV. Whether Mr. Ayliffe's being a relation to 
her bountiful friend, Judith Ayliffe, together with 
his faithful K in the tranſaction * all her 


affairs committed to his truſt, was not a very con- 
ſcientious 
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ſcientious conſideration for ſuch an independant 


: proviſion, out of ſo large a fortune as Mrs. Horner 
2 was poſſeſſed of ? 


V. Whether the diſpoſition of the annuity to 
Mr. Ayliffe's wife and fon was not a proof of a 
peculiar regard, and the effect of a paſſion, which 
alone could have occaſioned or ſanctified ſuch an 
excels of bounty ? 


VI. Whether the deed of grant, January 13, 
1749, being atteſted by Mrs. Horner's own phyſi- 
cian, and two ſervants of good character in the 
family, to whom they were and now are obliged, 
does not carry with it the ſtrongeſt marks of truth? 
And can any man, diſpoſed to ſet up a forgery, 
be ſo very weak and imprudent as to make uſe of 
thoſe names and perſons he could not poſſibly bias 
to his favour, but ſuch as, contrariwiſe, would be 
certainly prejudiced againft him ? 


VII. Did not one of the witneſſes, on being 
5 ſhewn the deed of grant by two gentlemen, at 
; Ayliffe's requeſt, after much deliberation and ad- 
vice with friends, ingenuouſly give it, under hand, 
that ſhe did ſee Mrs. Horner execute the ſaid deed; 
that ſhe well knew of the other witneſſes hand- 
writing; and that, for the ſake of juſtice, ſhe. 


would, when called upon, give her evidence there- 
of: - 
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VIII. Whether one of the living witneſſes has 
not been applied to, by an agent of Mr. Fox's, 
who 
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who endeavorred to prepoſſeſs her with an opinion 
of the ſaid deed of grant and codicils being forged 
or fraudulently obtained! : 


IX. Whether that gentleman hath not (pendente 
lite) often publicly declared, in the county where 
the intereſt in diſpute mult be tried, that the whole 
were forged ? And whether he did not firſt Pro- 
miſe, in aſter refuſe, to have the witneſſes can- 
didly interrogated, as to their knowledge of the 
execution of the ſaid deed ? 


X. Whether Mrs. Horner was not always ex- 
tremely cautious of ſigning any thing? And whe- 
ther ſhe did not make it a rule to read over, herſelf, 
whatever deed or paper ihe had occaſion to fign 
or execute ? 


XI. Whether it does not indiſputably appear, 
by Mr. Counſellor Brown's letter to Ayliffe, and 
by the ſubſequent abſtract of the ſettlement on Mr. 
Fox, and from the inſtructions under Mr. Brown's 
own hand as to the leaſing of the Ayliffe eſtate, 
that Mrs. Brown was ſo conſulted by Mrs. Horner's 
directions, and for Ayliffe's benefit? 


XII. Whether Mr. Brown's inſtructions are not 
exactly fulfilled in preparing the leaſes which Mrs. 
Horner gave orders for, of all theſe premiſes ſhe 
had a right to grant for lives, particularly, were 
not leaſes made ſeparate and executed, of ſome 
minute and trifling . or parcels of land, not 
of adequate value to the expence, and which igno- 
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„ 
rance itſelf would never have done, but in obedience 
to her will, much leſs to forge them ? 


XIII. What different or greater conſideration 
did Mr. Fox pay Mrs. Horner for the Ayliffe eſtate 
than Mr. Ayliffe paid for her grants and leaſes 
thereout ? 


XIV. Were not the ſervices rendered Mrs. 
Horner by Mr. Ayliffe more valuable on account 
of her declining age, and growing whimſically, than 
thoſe rendered by Mr. Fox when ſhe was more 
captivating ? 


XV. When Mrs. Horner made her foreign tour, 
at a time when his narrowneſs of fortune was equal 
to that of his ſoul, had not Mr. Fox the command 
of her purſe? And for what, but the accommodating 
her body (as Ayliffe did afterwards) with thoſe 
. reliſhes of taſte, without which ſatisfaction all other 
Joys were to her 2 


XVI. Whether Sir Robert Long's unprejudiced 
letter, of November 19, does not indicate his fa- 
vourable opinion of Mr. Ayliffe's merits, notwith- 
ſtanding the great licentiouſneſs of character Mr. 
Fox and his agents have taken ſo much pains to 
defame him with, das being always a weak and 
e wicked man? ” 


XVII. Whether the firſt letter, or billet deaux, 
from Mrs. Horner to Mr. Ayliffe, does not mani- 
feſt an arduous reſpect for him, in oppoſition to the 

jealouſy 


ace 


E 


jealouſy of her own child, and the artful repre- 


ſentations of her favourite? 


XVIII. Whether the ſecond letter proves not 
her being accuſtomed to have Mr. Ayliffe's com- 
pany (a matter ſtrenuouſly denied by the family) 
and whether ſuch a communication, ſecret and un- 
known to the other ſervants, does not as ſtrongly 
prove what the intent and bulineſs of ſuch viſits 
were? 


XIX. Whether Mrs. Horner's preſſing caution, 
to guard againſt Sir Robert Long's ſuſpecting ſuch 
her regard for Mr. Ayliffe, does not ſufficiently 
corroborate the cauſe and unbounded effects of her 
paſſions, as well as account for her concealing his 
reward ? 


XX. Whether Mr. Fox does not, by his letter, 
admit his conſciouſneſs of Mr. Ayliffe's ſuppoſed 
innocence, expreſſed too in terms of cordiality, 
rarely practiſed by courtiers? And whether the 
accuſations, therein alluded to, were not politically 


ſet on foot by the agents of Lord and Lady II- 


cheſter, to render him obnox1ous to their mother, 
over whom they were ſenſibly jealous he had an 
unrivalled aſcendancy ? 


XXI. Whether Mr. Fox did ever pay, or allow 
Mr. Ayliffe, any falary or ſatisfaction (as inſiſted 
in the ſaid letter) for the collection of his rents, 
or for his canvaſling boroughs, or for travelling ex- 


pences ? 


H 2 XXII. Whe- 
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XXII. Whether Mr. Ayliffe did not almoſt CON- 
ſtantly employ Mr. Lodee, a ſervant, and three 
horſes, about Mr. Fox's: and Mr. Calcraft's bu- 
fineſs? And whether their bare expences only 
could amount to leſs than 150 1. per annum? 

XXIII. Whether Mr. Horner's letter does not 
clear up the whole well-known truth of Mr. Ayliffe's 
ſhewing the ſaid deed of grant to various perſons 
of eredir, and at Vu: ious times, long before her 
death? 


XXIV. Whether this letter does not account for 
his diſm'ſſion from Mrs. Horner's ſtewardſhip, and 
for his conſideration to deliver up one of the leaſes 
granted him by Mrs. Horner, in order to pacify 
Mr. Fox, and prevent any further ſuſpicions ? 


XXV. Whether Mr. Ayliffe was not bound 
down, in this letter, by all the ties of honour and 


gratitude, not to expoſe or publiſh the deed of 
grant, or any of the other leaſes during her life- 


time ? 


XXVI. Whether Mr. Earle 1s not juſtly and 
truly indebted to Mr. Ayliffe's legal or equitable 
repreſentatives, in the ſum of 4001. or what other 
ſum? And whether Mr. Patterſon did not aſſiſt in 
ſettling the account between Mr. Ayliffe and Mr. 
Earle? And whether Mr. Patterſon was not en— 


truſted, on behalf of Mr. Aylifte and his creditors, - 


with Mr. Earle's promiſſory note of hand, for the 
balance of ſuch account? and whether ſuch note 
15 
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is not now become due, and why is not the ſame 


delivered up or diſcharged from his creditors ? 


XX VII. Whether Mr. Earle is not alſo indebted 
to Mr. Ayliffe's creditors, or repreſentatives, in the 
further ſum of 150 J. for money, bona fide, lent her 
for her own private and neceſſary uſe ? And whe- 
ther ſhe did not faithfully aſſure Mr. Bonnell that 
Mr. Fox would diſcharge the ſame unknown to her 


huſband ? 


XXVIII. Whether it does not appear, by Mr. 
Earle's letters, how materially ſerviceable and kind 
Mr. Ayliffe had been, in relieving both her and 
Mr. Earle in their ſeveral diſtreſſes, even to his 
own great inconvenience and prejudice ? 


XXIX. Whether Mr. Earle did not refuſe any 
aſſiſtance to Mr. Ayliffe in his adverſity, but, on 
the contrary, encourage his proſecutors, and re- 
Joice at his conviction ? 


XXX. Whether the loſs or want of 700l. which 
Mr. Ayliffe charged Mr. Earle with for money 


lent, might not be one great cauſe of his neceſſities, 


and of conſequence of that raſh action for which 
he ſuffered ? 


XXXI. Whether it was not owing to the advice 
and management of Mr. Ayliffe, that Mr. Fox 
ſecured his intereſt with the Malmſbury burgeſſes ? 
And was it not through Mr. Ayliffe's mediation 
and policy, that an oppolition was ſuppor.ed againit 

Sir 
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[ 62 ] 
Sir John Roſhout, whereby the burgeſſes, contrary 
to Mr. Fox's own inclination, had their annual al- 
lowance of bribery continued? | 


XXXII. Whether the electors of Malmſbury 
are more obliged to Mr. Earle, who, Judas like, 
betrayed his maſter's truſt, and fold them to Mr. 
Fox, who paid them his money with reluctance 
and curſes ; or to Mr. Ayliffe, who prevented their 
being reſold and bartered back again by a junction 
of intereſt, whereby all oppoſition had ceaſed, the 
burgeſſes had been ſet at defiance, and their im- 
memorial indulgencies curtailed or deſtroyed ? - 


XXXIII. Whether Mr. Ayliffe had any ſalary 
paid him of nine-pence, as ordered by Mr. Fox? 
How much is due on that account, and why ought 
not the ſame to be paid to his creditors ? 


XXXIV. Whether Mr. Ayliffe did not, at great 
trouble and expence, procure the purchaſe of the 
Rollington eſtate, in the iſle of Purbeck, for Mr. 
Calcraft, without any recompence, and was not 
the ſame worth a thouſand pounds the buying ? 


XXXV. Whether Mr. Ayliffe was not at a pro- 
digious labour and expence in raiſing and ſupport- 
ing an intereſt for Mr. Calcraft in the borough of 
Corte, in oppoſition to Mr. Bond and Mr. Banks, 
for which he never received any ſatisfaction? 


XXXVI. Whe- 
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BE 
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XXXVI. Whether, in conſideration of theſe and 
other private ſervices, Mr. Calcraft did not agree 
to give Mr. Ayliffe half the benefit of the clay-pits, 
on his Purbeck eſtate? And whether, in conſe- 
quence thereof, the agreement before mentioned 
was not made and entored into, wherein it is par- 
ticularly-ſpecified, © that each party ſhould have 
e an equal ſhare of all profits of the ſaid clay, and 


e that each party ſhould bear an equal ſhare of all 


charges of carry ing on the works, and of all 


1 loſſes attending che lame” ? 


XXXVII. Whether Mr. Ayliffe was not at a 
very conſiderable loſs, to the amount of ſome hun- 
dred pounds, in the ſaid clay- trade? And was not 
the ſame one material cauſe of his diſtreſs and de- 


ſtruction ? 


XXXVIII. Whether Mr. Calcraft ought not to 
bear an equal part of ſuch Joſs, and be accountable 
to the creditors for the ſame as a legal or equitable 
partner with Ayliffe ? 


XXXIX. Whether the repreſentatives of Mr. 
Ayliffe are not alſo entitled to the future benefit of 
the ſaid contract and clay-works? Otherwiſe ought 
they not to receive a benefit and ſatisfaction for the 
great labour and expences he incurred, and ſuffered 
for Mr, Calcraft's joint uſe? 


XL. Whether the eſtate of Mr. Baſkerville 


(which the latter ſeventeen iniquitouſly mentions 
the 
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the paſſing a recovery of, without the owner's 
knowing his intereſt) was not intended and agreed 
to be purchaſed by Mr. Fox, for whoſe family an- 
other part of the ſaid Baſkerville eſtate had been 
before purchaicd : ? 


XLI. Whether, to effectuate this deſirable pur- 
chaſe, Mr. Reading, Mr. Pinnegar, and Mr. Frid- 
dle, were not all employed and leagued together, 
Mr. Baſkerville mpriſoned, and various ſtratagems 
uled to accompliſh that deſign ? 


XLII. Whether, by the artifice of cruelty of the 
parties thus concerned, Mr. Baſkerville may not be 
too properly ſaid to have loſt his life? 


XLIII. Whether Mr. Ellſworth was not alſo 
employed to bring about this purchaſe, and to ſee 
0 hove his ate lay therein, did not Mr. Fox, 
on Mr. Priddle's recommendation, procure his fon 
a cornetcy of dragoons ? 


XLIV. Whether the great expences Mr. Ayliffe 
was at, endeavouring to obtain this purchaſe for 
Mr. Fox, was not alſo one other eſſential means of 
driving him 0 diſtreſs and deſtruction? Who 
then, in conſci ought to ſuffer ſuch loſs? His 
innocent eri or they for whoſe benefit the 
labour and purchaſe was intended? 


XLV. Whether Mr. Ayliffe's being concerned 
for Mr. Fox in the purchaſe of Baſkerville's eſtate, 
and for Mr. Calcraft, in the purchale of the Purbeck 

eſtate, 


AQ 


„ 
eſtate, did not neceſſarily occaſion his acquaintance 
and connection with Mr, Reading and Mr. Priddle? 
And whether that has not inſtrumentally occaſioned 
his unhappy concern in the affairs of Hunt and 
Pentis of the Jews, and in the loſs of his fortune, 
liberty, and life ? 


XLVI. Whether Mr. Fox did not, under the 


diſguiſe and colour of friendſhip, obtain a draft on 


his tenant Longdon for 2001. (part of the money 
due from him to Mr. Ayliffe) after this impriſon- 
ment? After this, committing notorious acts of 
bankruptcy, and after Mr. Fox and Mr. Calcraft 
had firſt ſeverally promiſed to aſſiſt him, did not 
Mr. Fox promiſe and agree to give Mr. Ayliffe 
5001. for procuring a purchaſe and good title to 
Curthoiſe's eſtate in Wiltſhire ? And does not his 
refuſing, afterwards, to advance the money to diſ- 
charge the mortgages, becauſe he ſhould ozly have 
the intereſt of his money, which he ſays is doing 


no good, diſcover the main ſpring of all Mr. Fox's 


actions to be avarice—the purſuit of uſury? And 
did not Mr. Bonnell, at great pains and expence, 
clear up the title to this eſtate to Mr. Fox's ſatiſ- 
faction, for which Mr. Ayliffe agreed to allow him 


one half of the ſaid 5001 had Mr. Fox fulfilled his 


promule ! ? 


II. Whether or not Mr. F ox, in order to 
induce Mr. Ayliffe to give up the ſaid 200 l. did 


not ſend him word by Mr. Calcraft that he would 


fpend 10, ooo 1. to ſee him righted : ? Anddid not 


Mr. Patterſon, by Mr. Fox' s order, attend him and 
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E 
take inſtructions to file a bill againſt thoſe very 
perſons Mr. Fox afterwards brought over, to join 
in his proſecution and conviction? 


XLVIII. Whether the 2001 is not recoverable, 
and ought not, in ſtri& juſtice, to be thrown into 
the common ſtock for the benefit of every jult cre- 
ditor ? 


XLIX. Whether it is becoming a man of Mr. 
Fox's rank and fortune to t:ke the ſanction of the 
King's ſuit, to recover the effects of one, whoſe 


blood he ſo much benefitted from, to the grievous 


injury of poor individual creditors, who became 
ſuch only, by reaſon of his being Mr. Fox's 
Seward?  - | 


L. Whether Mr. Bonnell did not frankly and 
candidly conſult Mr. Calcrafr about his demand 
and proceedings? Whether he did not delay ſend- 
ing down or levying upon his execution, at the 
requeſt and aſſurance of Mr. Calcraft, that he 


ſhould be ſatisfied ? 


LI. Whether, after the Sheriff had taken poſſeſ- 
ſeſſion under Mr. Bonnell, #fa, he is not deceitfully 
delayed and kept waiting in London on treaty, 
whilſt the Extent in aid of Mr. Fox, was privately 
iſſued and lodged with the Sheriff, was indemnified, 
and the Bailiff in poſſeſſion ordered, on the delivery 
of his warrant, not to let Mr. Bonnell or his friends 
know thereof? 


LII. Whether 


* 
N 


1 


LII. Whether Mr. Fox did not partially omit 


iſſuing any Extent into Dorſet, and why his friend 
Mr. Calcraft, having poſſeſſion of the effects there, 
under the Sheriff's aſſignment, oniy for a ſmall 


ſum he advanced towards the diſcharge of an exe- 


cution? 


LIII. Whether Mr. Calcraft's other ſecurity, 
under which he has levied and detained about 1200l. 
was not obtained and executed ſubſequent to Mr. 
Ayliffe's abſconding from his creditors, and his 
being a bankrupt in the eye of the law? 


LIV. Did not Mr. Fox and Mr. Calcraft adviſe 


Mr. Ayliffe to avoid the ſatisfaction of his creditors, 


by taking ſanctuary within the verge of the palace 
court, whilſt they, in the mean time, under the 


alluring promiſes of aſſiſting him to make up 


his affairs got into the poſſeſſion of all his viſible 
property? | 


LV. Whether Mr. Fox did not cauſe Mr. Ayliffe's 


leaſehold eſtates of Grittenham, Brimhilham, &c. 
to be extended for his aid and uſe, which eſtates he 
pretend, (now over paid) to diſpute and litigate the 
title to, in oppoſition to the other juſt creditors ? 


LVI. Whether, if Mr. Fox had not been con- 


ſcious or ſuſpicious of Mr. Ayliffe's right to theſe 


eſtates, he or any rational man could poſſibly be 
prevailed on to extend them as his own, and when 


in his own poſſeſſion ? 
12 LVII. Whe- 
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* 0 LVII. Whether, from the moſt careful and cri- - 
_ tical examination of the affidavit, drawn and finiſhed 
5 | by Mr. Ayliffe himſelf, whilſt under the horrors of 
= perſecution and impriſonment, and from every line, 
_—_ fact, and circumſtance related, the light of truth 
a (| does not diſplay itſelf with unſhadowable bright- 
= neſs ? So indelible 1s the divine ſtamp of innocence 
= and truth. | 

E ft | 
4 h LVIII. Whether Mr. Fox, and his agents and 
E j emiſſaries, did not publicly avow the deed of grant 
E ö to be forgery before the contents were known to 
E 1 them? And in order to deter Mr. Ayliffe's cre- 
3 ditors and friends from ſupporting the ſame, whe- 
= ther great threats of ſeverity and example were not 


=_ made ule of to intimidate them ? 


A + LIX. Whether Mr. Bonnell did not tell Mr. Fox, 
2 i when follicited to give his papers and aſſiſtance, 


that all he defired was to be diſcharged and indem- 
nified againſt his engagements? And if he was 
not, on that account, obliged to act in ſupport of 
N Mr. Ayliffe's intereſt, and in conſequence, of his 
1 life? 
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IX. Whether Mr. Lodge did not. and by whoſe 
authority, at ſeveral different times both before and 
after conviction, tell Mr. Ayliffe that his life would 
be ſaved, . if he would diſavow the legality of his 
claims ? Los 
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LXI. Whether Mr. Ayliffe full to accept 
fe on ſuci. inglorious terms, and firmly ſealing 
their validity with his blood, is not the ſtrongeſt 
and beſt teſtimony that can be given on earth ? 


LXII. Whether the propoſal made by Mr. Bon- 
nell, that Mr Fox's family ſhould compound and 


fatisfy all Mr. Ayliffe's juft debts (which amount 


to one third of his claim out of their eſtates) that 
all his grants, eaſes, effects, and intereſts ſhould 
be aſſigned and ſurrendered; that Mr. Ayliffe 
ſhould continue in his place of commiſſary for his 
independent maintainance, was not the moſt equit- 
able method of ſettling his affair to the cmOlurmens 
and ſatisfaction of all parties? 


LXIII. Whether it hath not already coſt Mr. 
Fox one half of as much money as would have ſa- 
tisfied his debts, or at leaſt 20001. in getting rid 


of his life only ? 


LXIV. Whether according to the doctrine and 
principle of the letter to J. Patterſon, Eſq. dated 
Sarum, Auguſt 23, Mr. Bonnell was not culpable 
for endeavouring to ſave Ayliffe's lite and intereſt ? 


(which were inſeparable) Or Mr. Fox for deſtroying 


and taking away his life and intereſt. 


LXV. Whether every man, from a Paymaſter- 


| General of the army, to the Executioner-General 


of the law, does not conſult his own intereſt and 


ſafety firſt, as the primary law of nature. 
„ LXVI, 
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113 ILXVI. Did not Mr. Fox's agents alarm poor 
iy Edwards with a proſecution, for being an acceſſary 


z HR to the ſuppoſed felony, and thereby prevail on him 
—_ for his own ſafety to oblige Mr. Fox, and help to 
—_ tie the rope about the neck of his ſworn brother, 
=_ ' his peculiar friend. | 
_- LXVII. Whether from that raſh deviation from 
. 5 humanity, whether from the making the affidavit 
1 ö | in Mr. Fox's favour he never enjoyed a moment's 
: q tranquility of mind? Whether from thence may 
_ not be dated the abominated cauſe and incipitur of 
4 his illneſs and undeſerving death. 7 
* js | 
=_ LXVIII. Is not the only argument uſed by Lord 
3 15 Ilchefter in his letter to the creditors (viz.) That 
5 ; he would conteſt the deed to the utmoſt of his 
= power, becauſe Mrs. Horner always diſowned it,“ 
E 4; when compared with her own letters, the ſtrongeſt 
_ ; and moſt -infallible proof that can be given of her 
LY | having really executed it, and of their ſuſpecting | 
. ö it? Elſe why, or wherefore ſhould ſhe deny it? | 
= ILXIX. Whether the object of the letter to Mr. 
—_ Samuel Lodge, and his ſubſequent conduct, is not 
. b a ſufficient recommendation to the patronage of 
1 3 one, Who ſpares neither expences or reputation to 
* . gratify his ambition or revenge? i 
IM j 5 
1 | | LXX. Whether Mr. Fox has not ſupported and . 
. *. rewarc.cd the only two perſons who were more con- 
| 9 demnable than Ayliffe, in their degree of guilt; 


and 
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1 | 
and as mightily proſecuted ſome, and diſregarded 
others, whoſe fortitude was too ſtrong to be ſhaken 
by promiſes or threats ? 


LXXI. Whether Mr. Priddle was not careſſed 
and maintained, for ſteady attachment to the fa- 
mily cauſe, by revealing the hidden works of dark- 
neſs, and verifying the verity, that he who hides 


may find? 


LXXII. Whether, as a conſideration for Mr. 
Ayliffe's ſurrendering the leaſe mentione d in the 


ſaid petition, of 851. per annum, Mr. Fox did 


not promiſe to give him a compenſatory leaſe of 
other premiſes, of as much or greater value? 


LXXIII. Whether the leaſe of Ruſley, at 35 l. 


per annum, was of equal value thereto? , 


 L XXIV. Does Mr. F ox in his heart believe, 
that the leaſe of Ruſley, at five pounds per annum, 
was of equal value ? 


LXXV. Had not Mr. Ayliffe s ſon a life eſtate 
in the premiſes compriſed in the ſurrendered 


leaſes ? 


LXXVI. Is not the child therefore equitably 
inticled to a life eſtate in Ruſley, at 33 l. a year; 
and to 33 l. a year more, which makes up the 
value of the ſurrendered leaſe of eighty- five pounds 
per annum ? 


| LXXVII. 
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LXXVII. Did the proving the mortgaged deed 


dr leaſe of gl. per annum to be a forgery, anni- 


hilate the true one at 35 ?. If not, by what law, 
rule, reaſon, or authority, human or divine, has 
Mr Fox taken upon him (after hanging the father 
on account of that very eſtate he was in conſcience 
intitled to, even at 2 pepper corn rent (violently, 
and with unhallowed hands) to ſeize the property 


of the injured helpleſs orphan ; and by the una- 


vailing ſanction of hand and ſeal, to grant away his 
eſtate, as a price and reward to the mortgagee, for 
ſurrendering h1s other claims, for waving his other 


. Intereſts, and for joining to ſhed his tender father's 


blood ? 


LXXVIII. Whether on the diſcovery. of the 
Reddendam, of the leaſe being ;1. a year only, 
Mr. Ayliffe did not deſire to have the miſtake rec- 
tified? Whether the mortgagee was not often 
preſſed to accept of his money advanced thereon ; 
and by whoſe, and by what artifices, and for what 
execrable reaſon were ſuch honeſt offers rejected? 


LXXIX. Whether Mr. Ordinary did not on 
the 13th of November, by the direction of Mr. 
Fox's agents, introductorily ſhew to Mr. Ayliffe 
the ſaid petition and letter of ſubmiſſion to Mr. 
Fox, alledging, he had authority to fay, the only 
poſſible way to eſcape his impending fate was, to 
make an ample confeſſion of all his forgeries, and 
to throw himſelf entirely under the wings of Mr. 


Fox's mercy ? And whether Mr. Ordinary did not 
ſtrenuouſly 


Wh 
We perſuade Mr. Ayliffe to ſend to Mr. 


Ford (who drew the bills of indictment againſt him) 
for his advice and aſſiſtance how to obtain Mr. 
Fox's forgi vneſs? 


LXXX. Whether adviſing a criminal convict to 
employ and be direQed by the ſolicitor of his pro- 
ſecutor, whoſe ſole view and intereſt conſiſted in 
his death, 1s not abſurd and dangerous; as pour- 
ing on inflamable ſpirits to extinguiſh fire; or as 
the giving a ſtone inſtead of bread to him that 
lacketh hunger! ? 


LXXXI. Whether in conſequence” of this reli- 
gious advice, Mr. Ford's letters were not ſent as 
already publiſhed ; and if ſomething more mate- 
rially curious, yet unpubliſhed, was not obtained 
from Mr. Ayliffe in the laſt proceeding hours of 
his death ? A time, when the promiſe of a reſcue 
from the jaws of ſo terrible a death, might ſhake, 


if not ſubdue, the moſt rigid virtue 


LXXXII. Which is the moſt to be depended 


on as authentic and unfeigned, the declaration of 


a dying man, uninfluenced by any hope, fear, or 


intereſt, except to eternity; or the extorted con- 
feſſion of one under the condemnation of the law, 
the terrors of his execution, and the aſſurance of a 
pardon ? 

LXXXIII. Whether the declaration wrote and 
ſigned in Mr. Ayliffe's own hand, under the firſt 
circumſtances, does not weigh more in the ſcale of 

| K reaſon 
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| reaſon and juſtice, than the teſtimony of an hun- 


dred witneſſes, or the oratory of a bar of lawyers? 


LXXXIV. Has not every ſtep been taken that 
art and induſtry could invent or perform, to defeat 
an honeſt bankruptcy ; and for what view or pur- 
poſe, except to ward off the collected and united 
power of a body of injured and plundered credi- 
tors? Reſpecting the Ordinary of Newgate's ac- 
count, it is not clear, from his being employed 
and paid by Mr. Fox, and from the whole ſcope 
and deſign thereof, that it was calculated in the 
meridian of a Right Honourable Hall, to render 
Ayliffe as odicus as Ke in the eyes of the 
world. 


LXXXV. Is not ingratitude in a prince as odi- 
ous as in a peaſant? And who can pretend to 
judge on whoſe ſide the greateſt obligations lay? 
Or whether the proſecutor or ſufferer WAS the moſt 


ungrateful : ? 


LXXXVI Was not 50 l. per annum out of the 
commiſſaryſhip, quartered on, and paid to Mr. 
Ainſley, without any duty or deduction, which 
rendered Mr. Ayliffe's ſallary very incopſiderable? 


LXXXVII. Was not Mr. Ayliffe at a greater 
xpence going into Wales to receive the crown 
rents, paying the grantees thereout, returning the 
ſurplus, and paying a ſalary of 201. per annum to 


the agent in Town, than his own ſalary amounted 
to? 
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to? And did not Mr Fox underſtand it as a Far 


vour of fidelity done him by Aylifte ? . 


LXXXVIIL. Whether the proſecutor being ſo 
benificially intereſted in Mr. Ayliffe's death; and 
every witneſs againſt him being ſo nearly depen- 
dant on Mr. Fox, ought not to have had a great 
weight in Mr, Ayliffe's favour ? 


LXXXIX. Was it not impoſſible Mr. Fox could 
be defrauded of that which Mr. Ayliffe paid a va- 
luable conſideration for, by ſurrendering a good 
leaſe of 8; l. a year? Or could the mortgage be 
defrauded, when he had other ſecurities amount in 
value to his money; and when the leaſe aſſigned 
to him, though an impoſition on Mr. Fox, was 
good to him as an innocent mortgage at 51. per 
annum? | 


CX. As to the cauſe of Mr, Pyning and every 
other creditor, Pray which is moſt culpable, he 
who forcibly takes away the rightful power of ano- 
ther, of diſcharging his debts and obligations, or 
he who incurs them with an intention and con- 
{cious ability of paying them ? 


CXI. Where is the propriety of Mr. Ayliffe's 
comparing himſelf to a pig that is plenteouſly che- 
riſhed and ſuccoured by its kind maſter, until che 
time comes it is his intereſt, and he markets him 
for ſlaughter to the higheſt bidder; or elſe butchers 


him by the hands of thoſe who wade in —_ 
| or 
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L 29 1 
for gain, for the uſe and emolument of his own 
family ? 


XCII. Whether putting off the trial to another 
ſeſſion, was not under the circumſtances of his 
caſe a matter of right undeniable by a court of juſ- 
tice; even though Mr. Fox had been cruel enough 
to oppoſe it? For though Mr. Ayliffe requeſted 
it, Did not Mr Patterſon and Mr. Fox refuſe to 
inform him whether he ſhould prefer a bill againſt 
him that ſeſſions or not? 


XCIII. Was not the proſecutor unprepared 
for trying him the firſt ſeſſions ? Was it not impoſ- 
ſible they could have convicted him on the firſt 
bill ? Why then this pompous bellowing after falſe 
honour ? 


— 


XCIV. Whether the not trying him on that 
indictment whereon he muſt have been acquitted, 
after being convicted on the other for which it was 
determined he ſhould ſuffer, was not vainly aſſum- 
ing a clemency that may be too n ſtiled a 
maſter- piece of ſevere policy? 


XCV. Whether the many indulgencies enu— 
merated by Mr. Ordinary, may not be properly 
attributed to three very different cauſes ; firſt, the 
winning him over to the relinquiſhment of his 
claim; ſecondly, the preſerving him for a public 
example for forgery, which by a natural would 
have been prevented, and public prejudice (a point 
arduoufly ſought for) defeated ; and thirdly, Lady 

Caroline's 


— 


In 


„„ 


Caroline's humane interceſſion and compaſſion for 
his unhappy ſituation, in oppoſition to her huſ- 
band's inveterate cruelty ? 


XCVI. Whether it was not by the direction of 
Mr. Fox's agents, that Mr. Ordinary ſo authoritively, 
but falſely tells us, That Mr. Ayliffe gave the gen- 
tleman who took him Mr. Fox's anſwer, a declara- 
tion under his own hand, dated the morning of his 
execution, purporting that the grant from Mrs. 


Horner was an impoſition upon her, and that ſhe 


executed the ſame without knowing the contents ? 


XCVII. Whether Mr. Ordinary's confident aſ- 
ſertion, and explanation thereof, is not an unwar- 
rantable foreſtallment of opinion and prejudice 
(too often ſought for in a bad cauſe) in the minds 
of thoſe individuals before whom it may hereafter 
come for deciſion 3 


XCVIII. Let the candid reader but compare 


this ſame declaration with Mrs. Horner's own let- 


ters and with Mr. Ayliffe's declaration, and it is 


very reconcileable to reaſon and truth, why, by 
dt hom, and for what end this pretended declaration 
of Mr. Ordinary's was thus invented ? 


XCIX. Did not Mr. Patterſon, by the magic 
power of gold, procure ſome papers ſecretly en- 


truſted with an indifferent perſon tor the widow's 
ule ? | 


C. Did 
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C. Did not the clergyman who advertiſed a pub- 
lication of a defence of Mr. Ayliffe, with this motto, 
« Dead mentell, no tales,” receive a purſe of Mr. 
Fox, through Mr. Patterſon's hands, for huſh- 
money, which had the deſired effect? 


CI. Did not Mr. Ordinary alſo receive a ſum of 
money, from Mr. Fox's agents, for his public and 
private ſervices before and after execution? 


CI. Hath not Mr. Fox, in the courſe of this 
proſecution, proved his old maſter Walpole's uſeful 
tenet to be true, VIz, < That every man hath his 


Price.” 


CIII. Are not the reaſons given by Mr, Ayliffe in 
his affidavit, together with his critical circumſtan- 
ces and ſome valuable acquiſitions he had in view, 
a ſufficient argument of excuſe for his concealing 
his claim from the family for the ſpace of fifteen 


months ? 


CIV. Ought not the ſuits about Mr. Eaſtcourt's 
large eſtates (Miſs Eaſtcourt's letters ſeized and 
found amongſt Mr. Ayliffe's private papers, and 
his laſt dying words ſhewing the reality and import- 
ance of a diſcovery) to have influenced his proſe- 
cutor, independant of his own ſenſual or ſecular 
views, to conſent to his further reprieve ? 


CV. Did not Mr. Lodge, by Mr. Patterſon's 


directions, at bodily Pains and os procure a 
parcel 


f 
4 


[ 79 | 
parcel of Mr. Ayliffe's papers from a certain lady 


they were intreſted with, and thereby prevented 
their falling into the hands of creditors or the pub- 
lic ? 


CVI. Whether intereit has not been made by 
Mr. Fox's agents amongſt ſome of his creditors, 
and promiſes made to pay and indemnity them, on 
condition they are either neutral or active againſt 
the bankruptey in ſupport of Mr. Fox's intereſt ? 


CVII. After Mr. Cruiſe had lodged a peo 
for a commiſſion of bankruptcy, was he not pre 
yailed on by Mr. Fox not to ſue out the ſame, TY 
ing promiſed by Mr. Fox himſelf that he ſhould be 
paid his whole debt, which he now refuſes? 


CVIII. Is it not a duty Mr. Bonnell owes to him- 
ſelf to publiſh Sir Jacob Downing's letters, in order 
to wipe away thoſe calumniating and malevolent 
imputations which the conjunct voice of power and 
ſcandal has fo induſtriouſly propagated to his Pre- 
judice? 


CIX. Was not Mr. Bonnell employed a whole 
ſummer on the behalf of the creditors? And after 
daring to make him a bankrupt, did the aſſignees 
refuſe diſcharging his bill on which account he 
declined their ſervice ? 7 


CX. Was not a ſubſequent treaty entered into 
with Mr. Patterſon about ſettling the diſpute be- 
tween the Extent and Execution ? During which 

did 
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did not Mr. Patterſon engage to leave the ſame to 


reference, but craftily avoided cloſing it till Mr. 
Bonnell was ſuppoſed to be without remedy ? 


CXI. But ſtill, inſiſting on the reference, did 
not Mr. Patterſon agree to give him a ſum of 
money by way of ſatisfaction for it, extra time and 
coſts, and for withdrawing the 7 ifa, and for no 
other purpole whatever ? 


CXII. Did not Mr. Patterſon then influence and 
engage Mr. Bonnell to aſſiſt him and ſerve Mr. Fox 
and his family's intereſt ? For which did not Mr. 
Patterion give Mr. Bonnell repeated aſſurances he 
ſhould not only be paid his juſt demands, but allo 


his labour and ſervices ? 


cxIn. Did not Mr. Bonnell intruſt Mr. Patterſon 
with ſeveral-deeds, writings, and papers, of ma- 
terial conſequence to Mr. Fox, and eſtates on fair 
promiſes, and undertaken 1 return them when re- 


quired ? 


CXIV. Hath not Mr. Patterſon more than once 
declared to Mr. Bonnell, that he had begun and 
ſhould continue to repreſent his ſervices to Mr. Fox 
in a very commendable light, and that he ſhould 
fcorn to take any merit to himſelf which he owed 
to the lights Mr. Bonnell had ſtricken him? | 


CX V. Whether Mr. ] vat did not, at the re- 
queſt of Mr. n at no ſmall trouble, collect 


and digeſt a hiſtory of Mr. Ayliffe's life, which 
Mr. 
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E 
Mr. Patterſon had to lay before Mr. Fox for his 
remarks and ule ? 


CXVI. Whether an author of all trades does 
not deſerve his poor pittance of wages? And 
whether the common price of drawing and copying 


the whole Mr. Bonnel has done for Mr. Fox did 
not amount to at leaſt one hundred pounds? 


CXVII. Does not the time and attendance de- 
voted by Mr. Bonnell on Mr. Fox's buſineſs, for 
the ſpace of fix months, at the price only of porter's 
labour, come to at leaſt fifty pounds? 


. CXVIII. Whether Mr. Patterſon did not take 
an unprecedented liberty of calling at Mr. BonnelPs 
lodgings in his abſence, and of looking over all the 
writings and papers he could lay his hands on, 


relating to Ayliffe's affairs? And whether he did 


not take thereout and carry away two very eſſential 
papers, on which the tate and recovery of more 
than ten thouſand pounds may depend ? 


CXIX. Whether Mr. Patterſon hath not, in 
violation of friendſhip and juſtice, kept and with- 
held the deeds, writings, and papers, entruſted with 
him on ſacred promites as aforeſaid ? | 


CXX. Whether it is not as juſtifiable in Mr. 
Bonnell to make repriſals with Mr. Fox to pick 
Mr. Patterſon's pocket of his purſe, to rob his 
houſe of his plate, or to violate the chaſtity of his 


wife, as it was in them thus by deluſion and force 
to 


* 
to defraud Mr. Bonnell of his judgment, his labour, 
and his writings? 


CXXI. Notwithſtanding theſe promiſes and ties 
of honour and gratitude, when Mr. Bonnell was 
called upon to pay Ayliffe's debts, did not Mr. Fox 
refuſe to advance the money and aſſiſt him therein? 


CXXII. Whether, therefore, on ſuch refuſal, Mr. 
Fox ought not to have paid Mr. Bonnell at leaſt a 
quantum meruit for his labour, and to have returned 
him his property? Would any other man beſide 
Mr. Fox have been imprudent enough to have 
done leſs ? 
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CXXIII. Whether the laws of honour, if not the 
laws of ſociety, do not juſtify Mr. Bonnell in de- 
manding and taking ſatisfaction for the injury he 
has received from the abuſe of his ereculity and 
confidence? 
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CXXIV. Is not the leſs wretched behaviour of 
Licentiade, and the high reſentment of a man ſo 
inconſiderable, as require (though leſs injured) 4 
good admonition to baſe or little ſouls in exalted fta- 
tions, to take care how they injure brave men, though 
in a lew condition? GUARDIAN, Vol. I. No. 8 


CXXV. Are not the three laſt letters moſt mi- 
nutely and ſhamefully true in every circumſtance ? 


CXXVI. If an honeſt man is the nobleſt work 
of God, is it not Mr, Fox's duty in conſcience, as 
W well 


aur, 


ties 
Was 


L, 193. ] 
well as in honour and policy, to ſatisfy the cre- 
ditors, whoſe property he and his have invaded, to 
provide for the orphan of that man, whoſe life was 
dedicated to the pleaſure ef Mrs. Horner and the 
profit of Mr. Fox, whoſe deſcent entitled him to a 
family eſtate of 18001. a year, which Mr. Fox en- 
Joys without paying any good conſideration for it, 
whoie untimely death has atoned for thoſe VICES 
whereon he laid the foundation of his Hornerian 
acquiſitions, and whoſe blood was remorſeleſly ſpilt 


a ſacrifice on the altar of 1 ignominy, to gratify the 
ſateleſs thirſt 


*& Of avarice, accurs'd by God and man?“ 


Laſtly, As Mr. Fox and his family withhold and 
enjoy all Mr. Ayliffe's eſtates from the creditors; 
as Mr. Fox by his attorney hath undertaken to pay 
and ſatisfy Mr. Bonnell's demands, hath not Mr. 
Fox thereby made the debt his own? Why then 
will not Mr. Fox be honeſt and pay his own debts ? 
Will he leave it to arbitration? Will he give a per- 
ſonal ſatisfaction? Will he waive his privilege? Or 
will he dare to leave it to the chance of war? 


The law of nations is the law of reaſon ; 
The law of reaſon is the law of nature; 
The law of nature is the law of God. 


If one man by art or force ſeize or withhold the 
property of another, and there is no remedy by the 
civil law, the injured hath a right to make repri- 
ſals; the oppreſſed hath a right by art, or, vi ef 

GE MIS, 


4 84 ] 
1 armis, to ſeize and detain hoſtages from the oppreſ⸗ 
bl ſor, until ſatisfaction be made; in failure of ran. 
| ſom, the life of ſuch injurer, or his hoſtage is for- 
b feited to the injured and he may be 285 7 a bonds | 
. ſlave, or put to death. 
« Haſt thou killed ? And haſt thou 8 taken 
ee poſſeſſion? Thus faith the Lord, In the place 
« where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, ſhall 
& dogs lick thy blood; even thine ; becauſe thou 
haſt ſold thyſelf to work evil in the ſight of the 
„ Lord, behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and 
* will rake away thy poſteriry.” 
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